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What Is
FloridaFriendly
Landscaping!?
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landscapes thatonserve water, protect the

environment, are adaptable to local
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I Language from the FFL Statute 373.185
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Benefits on UF s
Florida-Friendly N\
water

in Florida Waters
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Sinck 1903 tha Florida-Eriendly WATER QUALITY BENEFITS OF FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING™
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u al It Landscaping™ (FFL) program
q y has partnered with the Florida  — FFL efforts prevented an estimated —» Participants shared what they
Department of Environmental 128,714 pounds of nitrogen from learned through FFL With 3 other people,
Protection (FDEP) to reduce entering Florida waters in 2022 on average.*
pollution in Florida waters.
Polluted runoff from rainfall —» 9,400 landscape professionals adopted = 95% of landscape professionals reported using
or overwatering is a major one or more green industry best UF/IFAS green industry best management
source of excess nitrogen management practices (GI-8mp).2 practices for fertilizer use, compared to
and a major contributor to just 65% before attending the FFL training.*
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integral component of many Extension programs adopted one or = 72% of residential participants said they
Basin Management Action more best management practices adopted one or more FFL water
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to reduce nitrogen loading
into Florida waters.

Every pound of nitrogen that
FFL prevents from entering Florida
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o in nitrogen removal costs, such as
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Transformations of Nitrogen in Urban Landscapes.
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ss681.
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State Water Protection Efforts
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Friendly Landscapinyand other water use and

pollution prevention measures serves a

compelling public interest and that the

participation ofHOAsandlocal governments
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conservation and water quality protection and
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2009, Florida Statute 373.185

Deed restrictions, covenants or looatlinances

cannot prohibitor be enforcec
any property owner from imp

SO as to prohibit
ementing

FloridaFriendly Landscapindr
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Why Adopt the State Statute into Local Code?

A Confusion regarding implementation

A Statute was never assigned to a specific agency;
enforced only by court system

A HOAs reported as a barrier in landscapeveys

Florida residents deal with lawsuits
from HOA for landscaping choices

Jill Odom
Aug 3,2015

Florida residents who are trying to conserve
water by changing their landscaping are
having their efforts impeded by homeowner
association (HOA) lawsuits.

One man, Dominic Bruno, has been battling

for a Florida-friendly lawn for six years. Thus

Florida-friendly Landscaping is a where a
far that fight has resulted in two lawsuits and  person uses low-maintenance plants and

$15,000 in court expenses. environmentally sustainable practices.
Photo: springhillnow.com




2019 Alachua County CH 77: Article VI

Homeowner Association Florida Friendly Landscaping Design Standard

Sec. 77.6% Deed Restrictions and Covenants
60 | h! R20&a OlFyy20 LIN
(b) HOAs cannot require a property owner to have
permanent irrigation system

(c)HOAs must keep a current contact on file with t
county

Sec. 77.7% Use of awards.

(a) Money recovered shall be deposited in fund for
water conservation projects

ARTICLE VII. - HOMEOWMER ASSOCIATION FLORIDA FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING DESIGN STANDARDS

Sec. 77.67. - Intent and purpose,

It is the intent and purpose of this article to promote increased water conservation and improve water
quality throughout Alachua County by promoting Florida Friendly Landscaping ™ .

(Ord, Mo, 2019-094, §7, 4-9-19)

Sec, 77.68. - Territorial jurisdiction.
This article shall apply countywide within Alachua County. The Alachua County Environmental Protection
Department (hereinafter "the department”) shall administer the provisions of this article.

(Ord. No. 2019-094, § 7, 4-9-19)

Sec, 77.69, - Deed restrictions and covenants,

(a) A deed restriction or covenant may not prohibit or be enforced so as to prohibit any property
owner from implementing Flarida-friendly landscaping on his or her land or create any
requirement or limitation in conflict with any provision of Title 7, Chapter 77, any provision of F.5.

Chapter 373, part Il, or any other provision, of the Alachua County Code.

(b

A deed restriction or covenant recorded after October 1, 2019 may not require a property owner
to have a permanent irrigation system on his or her land.

(c

All homeowner associations that are governed by deed restrictions or covenants must keep a
current contact on file with the county.

(Ord. No. 2019-094A, § 7, 4-9-19; Ord. Mo. 2023-10, § 4, 5-23-23)

Sec, 77.70. - Enforcement.

Violation of any provision of this article shall be subject to penalties as provided in Chapter 24, Alachua

County Code or any other remedy available at law or equity.

(Ord. No. 2019-094, §7, 4-9-19)

Sec. 77.71 - Use of awards.

(a) Any money recovered by the county in an action against any person who was found in viclation of
this article shall be deposited in the water conservation fund used for water conservation projects

in the county.
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Enforcement Process

A Citizen contacts Alachua County Environmente
PRTRVIRY Protection Department (EPD)
Homeowner Association

semismeeiss . A County communicates with homeowner & HO/

This guide provides information for homeowners

i ol A If needed, educational site visit and
s recommendations, AC Extension
A If no resolution, EPD can bring the case

before Special Magistratenire an independent
expert to make FFL determinatigsstify if needed)

A Apply enforcement actions/fees as appropriate
to ensure compliance




The ordinance has not been violae The HOA is in violation of the code
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Case Example

HOA only allows sod lternati
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esodded Several Tim
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Trimmed healthy trees




Association "alternative FFL" proposal
Prune/Remove Heritage Live Oak
Treat/manage fungus
Install new fungresistant turf
Continue chemicareatments
ORInstall Artificial Turf
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November April 2024

Special Magistrate found HOA in violation of the code,
required FFL option and court fees

Homeowner finally had resolve after 6 years, expense & stress
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that reflects state law, support for future cases
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Education Campaigi?2022

Stand up to HOAs

ol R L S i T > How it's going.
Leave grassin the past 7 - A\ : _
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