
INSIDE THE 

PROCESS

Navigating Florida’s 

Legislative 

Landscape



IMMIGRATION 

SPECIAL 

SESSIONS



FLORIDA SPECIAL 
SESSIONS A/B/C
• Special Session A (January)

• Legislature gaveled in and gaveled out

• Special Session B (January)

• Legislature then immediately gaveled 

into this session – still no resolution

• Special Session C (February)

• Legislature passes and Governor signs 

SB 2-C and SB 4-C



REGULAR 

SESSION BILLS 

THAT PASSED



LAND DEVELOPMENT - EXAMPLES OF PREEMPTIVE 

LEGISLATION (2025)

• Live Local Act

SB 1730 by Sen. Calatayud

• Construction Regulations

HB 683 by Rep. Griffitts

• Local Government Land Regulation

SB 1080 by Sen. McClain

• Emergencies

SB 180 by Sen. DiCeglie



EMERGENCIES

SB 180 BY SEN. DICEGLIE

• This bill contains a retroactive and going 

forward preemptions on building moratoria 

and “more restrictive or burdensome 

regulations” going back to August 1, 2024 

and extending through October 1, 2027.

• It also contains a DEP study for a flood 

inventory that began as a mandate on local 

governments and was later changed to a 

statewide study.



REGULAR 

SESSION BILLS 

THAT FAILED



BILLS THAT WOULD HAVE HAD A SIGNIFICANT FISCAL 

IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

• Local Option Taxes

HB 1221 by Rep Miller; SB 1664 by Sen. Trumbull 

• Sovereign Immunity

HB 301 by Rep. McFarland; SB 1570 by Sen. DiCeglie

• Local Business Taxes

HB 503 by Rep. Botana; SB 1196 by Sen. Truenow

• Special Assessments

HB 771 by Rep. Steele; SB 432 by Sen. McClain

• Community Redevelopment Agencies

HB 991 by Rep. Giallombardo; SB 1242 by Sen. McClain



LEADERSHIP PRIORITIES

• House – CRA bill; Deregulation of  DBPR 

professions; Buy down of  sales tax

• Senate – Rural Renaissance

• Governor – Property Tax Reform

• This session was marked by major conflict; 

lack of  alignment in priorities; Delay

• Amendments rushed through without proper 

deliberation – SB 180

• Since leadership priorities failed last session, 

there will be heightened tension to get these 

things done next session



EXTENDED 

SESSION -

BUDGET



BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS
SB 2500 BY THE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

• The FY 25/26 budget was significantly delayed by a disagreement over which taxes to cut or 

eliminate and the degree to which recurring spending should continue to be allowed.

• Session was extended and the budget was not passed until June.

• In the end, hundreds of  millions in recurring spending was eliminated, with projects being 

funded by the legislature in a nonrecurring way rather than being funded programmatically by 

agencies.

• Spending on water supply and quality was greatly affected by this approach, as well as 

affordable housing.



LOOKING 

AHEAD TO THE 

2026 

LEGISLATIVE 

SESSION



PRIMARY ISSUES OF 

FOCUS
• Congressional Redistricting;

• Property and other tax reform proposals;

• DOGE;

• There may be some attempt to clarify SB 

180 to ameliorate some of  the overreaching 

impacts;

• However, there will still be a continued 

focus on land use preemption.



WHAT CAN I DO TO COMBAT ATTACKS 
ON HOME RULE AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT REVENUE

• Spend time developing relationships with your 

legislators and stay out of the political fray;

• Educate your legislators on the impact of  these 

proposals on your community – focus on the 

need for connection between mandates and 

preemptions;

• Work with legislators to identify trigger issues 

and address them locally before they become 

preemptive proposals in Tallahassee;

• Stay connected with League legislative update 

and alerts and ensure your in-house and 

contract lobbyists are engaging on issues of  

importance to your community.



WHAT IF MY LOCAL GOVERNMENT GETS “DOGE’D”

Be prepared to comply. Respond to 

requests for information timely and as 
completely as possible;

Extensions are not likely to be granted. If  

you do need additional time to comply 
with requests, articulate that as quickly as 

possible, explain why, and do your best to 

provide as much information as you can 
by the deadline given.

Be proactive. Start looking for your 

weaknesses and find solutions now. If  you 
can find ways to be proactive, don’t wait.

Work to keep the process from being 

political. Communications should be 
professional and not inflammatory, 

defensive or evasive. 



Diana Ferguson, Esq.

Rutledge Ecenia

(850) 681-6788

dferguson@rutledge-ecenia.com
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