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Å Water conservation is 
essential for managing and 
protecting Florida's water 
supplies, which are used 
for drinking, bathing, 
growing crops, and more. 

Å Water needs are projected 
to increase in Florida, so 
conservation is key to 
meeting future demands
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ά¢ƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ 
water demand in Florida is to significantly 
reduce the amount of water used for landscape 
ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
Water 2070 Report

Å Approximately 1,000 people a day 

Å 400 new homes built every day

Å Decisions we make today will have 
a long-term impact





2021



https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AE585

623 gallons per 1000 sqft

3,179 sq feet landscape 

991 gallons per ıó irrigation cycle



Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping

What is it?

ÅScience-based approach to maintaining 
an attractive, diverse, and more 
sustainable landscape.

Goals:

ÅConserve water

ÅProtect water quality
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Principles of 
the Florida-

Friendly
Landscaping  

Program



FFL for Landscape 

Professionals

Å Maintenance

Å Irrigation 

Å Design

 GI-BMP ï F.S. 403.933 & 482.1562

 SQuInT ï S.B. 7040

FFL for Home Landscapes

Å Homeowners

Å Gardeners

Å Youth

Florida-Friendly Landscaping
Program

Florida Statute 373.185 

FFL for Communities

Å Municipalities

Å Builder & Developers

Å Property managers



Florida-Friendly Landscaping & 
Water Conservation: A 

Legislative Priority

Compelling Public Interest: The Florida 
Legislature recognizes that Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping (FFL) and pollution 
prevention measures are critical for 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
resources.

Community Involvement: Water 
Management Districts and local 
governments play a key role in 
implementing water conservation practices 
and supporting water quality protection 
and restoration.

Sustainable Impact: Encouraging FFL 
practices helps reduce pollution, conserve 
water, and promote environmental 
stewardship across Florida.



F.S. 373.185 Defined:
άCƭƻǊƛŘŀ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
quality landscapes that conserve water, 
protect the environment,are adaptable 
to local conditions, and are drought 
tolerant.

ÅLocal governments and homeowner 
association (HOA) covenants, codes, 
and restrictions may not prohibit  
any homeowner to implement 
Florida-Friendly Landscaping 
practices.

ÅDoes NOT invalidate HOA 
architectural review process and 
local governmental restrictions



FFL Support & Implementation 

ÅEPA: Provides federal guidelines on environmental 

protection.

ÅDEP: Implements state-level environmental policies 

and collaborates with local initiatives.

ÅUF/IFAS: Offers research, education, and resources on 

sustainable practices.

Å  CLUE: Conducts urban landscape research and 

advises on best practices.

FFL

EPA

DEP

UF/IFAS

CLUE



Statewide Initiatives & 
Partners

ÅCity, County, and HOA Ordinances

ÅFair Income Housing Tax Credit

ÅFlorida Green Building Coalition

ÅFlorida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association

Å1,000 Friends of Florida



FFL Professional 
Certification Programs

ÅGreen Industries Best 
Management Practices 
(GI-BMP) 

Å FFL Certified 
Professional

ÅQualified Stormwater 
Inspector Certification

Å Florida-Friendly Ponds 
Certification 

DǊŜŜƴ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
resources.

What you do every day matters! 



FFL-Reaching Underserved 
Audiences Through 
Innovative Programming



Florida-Friendly Landscaping 
Certified Professional

Å A competitive advantage in the professional landscape 
design market

Å A certificate of qualification with the FFLCP logo

Å Option to be listed on the state-wide Florida-Friendly 
Certified Professionals website

Å Use of the FFLCP logo to promote your expertise in 
sustainable landscape design and maintenance



StormwaterQualifiedInspector Certification 

ÅOnline certification

Å10 recorded 
modules with 
interactive activities 
and field videos

ÅCost ς$100

ÅCertified individuals 
have the option to 
be listed on our 
website

ÅValid for 5 years



Florida-Friendly Ponds

ÅOnline modules

Å In-person Field 
module

Å2 Levels

ÅProfessional 
Pond Manager

ÅHOA board 
member 



HOA & Local Governments are Our 
Partners



Sumter County
Library 

Å Replaced annuals with Florida-Friendly Perennials

$2,935 annual savings



Ocean Hammock
Flagler County 

1000-acre community

Å Replaced turf in medians with groundcovers 

Å Reduce the number of annual planting rotations from 4 
down to 2

Å bƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ άƘǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ Ŏǳǘέ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭƳǎ

$50,000 annual savings

5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƴŘǎ 
between 9 and 3



Tamarind Village
Broward County (HOA)

Annual Maintenance Savings
Åsaved $16,000 on water bill
Åsaves $13,000 a year on fertilizer 
Åsaves $5,000 a year on pesticides 

$33,000 annual savings  

BEFORE AFTER



IƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ

Opportunities 
 
Å Often require plants 

from the FFL plant list

Å FFL can look 
conventional to 
naturalistic 

Å People prefer more 
plants in their yard

Constraints
 
Å Hard to change 

governing 
documents once 
established

Å Expectations & 
norms

Å Changing board 
members and 
goals



Landscape Preferences ς beds to turf areas

Option - 1 Option - 2 Option - 3

Option - 4 Option - 5



FFL for 
Community 
Associations

Trainings

Å HOA workshops

Å Legally Speaking ς F.S. 373.189 

Publications

Å Ten Strategies for working with 
HOAs

Å Model Codes

Å Model ARB

Å Model Landscape Maintenance 
Contract

Å Legislation FAQs



FFL for 
Municipal & 
Governmental 

Å Model Ordinance for Florida-Friendly 
Fertilizer Use on Urban Landscapes

Å Standards for High Performing 
Landscapes: A Blueprint for Writing 
Community Landscape Standards

Å Landscape Irrigation and FFL Design 
Standards

Å Model Florida-Friendly Landscaping 
Irrigation Ordinance 

Å Example Ordinance for Compost 
Amending Soil in Urban Landscaping




