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TUESDAY -

SEPTEMBER 16

6:30 - 8:00 PM
Board of Directors Meeting & Dinner

Hilton University of Florida Conference Center
Hawthorne

WEDNESDAY -
SEPTEMBER 17

8:00 - 8:30 AM BREAKFAST (Foyer)

8:30 AM

Welcome Remarks, Annual Business Meeting
(Installation of Officers) & Overview of
Committees (UF Straughn Center)

Beth Jackson, FLERA President

Environmental Programs Administrator
Water and Land Resources Management

9:15 - 10: 15 AM

Green Infrastructure

Christianah Oyenuga,

Sustainable Cities Manager

Kierstyn Cox,

Sustainable Communities Project Manager
The Nature Conservancy

Eban Bean, Ph.D., P.E., Associate Professor &
Extension Specialist,

Urban Water Resources Engineering

Claire Lewis,

Florida Friendly Landscaping Program Director
UF/IFAS

10:15 - 10:30 AM BREAK

10:30 - 12:00 PM

Florida Friendly Landscaping to Protect Florida's
Waters

Stacie Greco, Water Resources Program Manager
Alachua County EPD, Moderator

Claire Lewis,

Florida Friendly Landscaping Progam Director
UF/IFAS

Emily Lang, Environmental Administrator

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Eliana Bardi, Senior Planner

Alachua County EPD

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM LUNCH ON YOUR OWN

1:30 PM Committee Meetings

Air Committee: Conference A

Water Resources: Conference A

Land Conservation: Conference B

Natural Resources: Conference B

Waste Management/Tanks: Conference C

2:30 - 3:00 PM BREAK

3:00 - 5:00 PM Committee Presentations
Air Committee

Water Resources

Land Conservation

Natural Resources

Waste Management/Tanks

5:30 - 7:00 PM WELCOME RECEPTION
University of Florida Hilton Conference Center
Azalea Room


https://clue.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/claire-lewis/
https://clue.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/claire-lewis/
https://clue.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/claire-lewis/
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THURSD
SEPTEMBER 18

8:00 - 8:30 AM BAGELS & COFFEE (Foyer)

8:30 - 9:30 AM
Restoring the Great Florida Riverway: The
Ocklawaha and St. Johns Rivers and Silver Springs

Margaret Spontak, President

Great Florida Riverway Trust Inc.

Cameron Jaggard, Officer, U.S. Conservation
The Pew Charitable Trusts

9:30 - 10:15 AM
2025 Legislative Briefing & Look Ahead at 2026

Diana Ferguson, FLERA Executive Director
Rutledge Encina

10:15 - 10:30 AM BREAK

10:30 - 12:00 PM

Waste Regulation:

Innovative Solutions for Biosolids Management: A
Pasco County Perspective

Jonathan Toplak, Environmental Compliance Officer
Pasco County Solid Waste

Blake Merrell, COO, Florida Division

Ted Merrell, Co-Founder, Co-Chair

Merrell Brothers, Inc.

Brownfields - The Latest & Greatest

David Vanlandingham, Director

Broward County Environmental Permitting Division

12:00 PM- 1:15 PM  AWARDS LUNCHEON
(Conference A & B)

Keynote Speaker:

UF/IFAS - Alachua County

Legislator of the Year Award Recipient:
Representative John Snyder, District 86, Florida House

1:15 - 2:45 PM

Innovation in the Environmental Space

Sky Wave at CDM Smith

Brendan V. Brown, PWS

Senior Environmental Scientist

CDM Smith

Utilizing Al and Digital Data to Map Exotic
Species and Improve Fire Fuel Management at
the Wildland Urban Interface

Mary Barnwell,

Environmental Lands Management Coordinator
Hillsborough County

2:45 - 3:00 PM BREAK

3:00 - 3:45 PM
Road Map to Meeting BMAP’s Allocations Panel

Mike Hardin, Water Resources Engineer
Geosyntec

Stacie Greco, Water Resources Program Manager
Alachua County EPD

3:45 - 4:00 PM CLOSING REMARKS
David Vanlandingham, Director
Broward County Environmental Permitting Division

4:30 - 5:30 PM
Guided Tour of Sweetwater Wetlands Park
Darby Guyn, Recreation Leader

Sweetwater Wetlands Park
325 SW Williston Rd, Gainesville, Florida


https://www.linkedin.com/in/margaret-spontak-974198231




WEDNESDAY
PRESENTATIONS

Green Infrastructure

Christianah Oyenuga, Sustainable Cities Manager
The Nature Conservancy

Dr. Christianah Oyenuga builds cross-
sector partnerships and develops
inclusive strategies to advance
resource conservation, smart growth,
and climate resilience. In her role as
the Sustainable Cities Manager with
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in

Florida, Christianah develops,
coordinates, leads and implements
innovative conservation initiatives
necessary to advance TNC’s
Sustainable Communities goals
through community-centered
strategies and science-based

policymaking. Prior to joining TNC, Dr.
Oyenuga worked with private and
public sectors to develop corporate
sustainability strategy and climate
action plans aimed at reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, mitigating
climate change impacts, and
mainstreaming nature-based solutions.






WEDNESDAY
PRESENTATIONS

Green Infrastructure

Eban Bean, Ph.D., P.E., Associate Professor

and Extension Specialist

Urban Water Resources Engineering, University of Florida

Dr. Bean is an Associate Professor and
Extension Specialist of Urban Water
Resources Engineering at the
University of Florida (Gainesville, FL) in
the Department of Agricultural and
Biological Engineering. His integrated
research and extension program at UF
focuses on urban water resources
engineering, with special emphasis on
stormwater management, low-cost
sensors, and improvements to
landscape irrigation conservation by
enhancing soil quality. He is a leader in
sustainable stormwater management in
Florida, frequently speaking at
workshops on low-impact development
(LID) and green stormwater
infrastructure (GSI) and he works
closely with state and local agencies on
addressing these issues.



WEDNESDAY
PRESENTATIONS

Green Infrastructure

Claire Lewis, MLA, Florida Friendly Landscaping Director
and State Specialized Extension Agent
University of Florida IFAS

Claire Lewis has been with the
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ (FFL)
Program since 2011. She serves as the
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ State
Specialized Extension Agent and the
Director of the FFL program. Before
joining the FFL team, Claire earned a
Master of Landscape Architecture
degree from the University of Florida
and spent 12 years working for private

landscape architecture firms in
Gainesville. Her design projects
included large-scale commercial,

institutional, and residential home
sites. In her current role, Claire is
responsible for educational outreach

to local governments, building
professionals, homeowners, landscape
professionals, and community

decision-makers across Florida. She
provides programming that promotes
sustainable landscape practices and
encourages the adoption of Florida-
Friendly Landscaping™ principles to
preserve and protect the state’s water
and natural resources. A native
Floridian, Claire enjoys spending time
outdoors with her husband and two
children.
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WEDNESDAY
PRESENTATIONS

Florida Friendly Landscaping to Protect Florida’s

Waters

Emily Lang, Environmental Administrator
Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Emily Lang is an Environmental
Administrator at the Florida
Department of Environmental
Protection. With over 8 years of
experience, specializing in nonpoint
source pollution management and
behavior change grants, Emily is here
today to share exciting funding
opportunities for green stormwater
infrastructure implementation and
public education grants.
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THURSDAY

PRESENTATIONS

Restoring the Great Florida Riverway:
The Ocklawaha and St. Johns Rivers and Silver Springs

Cameron Jaggard, Officer, U.S. Conservation
The Pew Charitable Trusts

Cameron Jaggard works to protect biodiversity,
advance habitat connectivity, and improve
adaptation and resilience of ecosystems and
human communities in the United States’
Southeast coastal states. Jaggard leads Pew’s river
reconnection and restoration efforts and supports
coastal habitat resilience planning in Florida. As a
member of the South Atlantic Salt Marsh Initiative
leadership team, he advances state and federal
efforts to conserve 1 million acres of salt marsh
stretching from North Carolina to east central
Florida. Jaggard previously led Pew’s efforts to
protect the largest seagrass meadow in the Gulf of
America and to advance ecosystem-based fishery
management in the Atlantic and Gulf coast states.
Before joining Pew, Jaggard focused on protecting
and restoring marine species in California and was
an environmental consultant responsible for
natural resource permitting, wildlife relocations,
and habitat monitoring projects in some of Florida’s
east coast counties.

Jaggard holds a bachelor’s degree in environmental
policy from Rollins College. He is based in North
Palm Beach, Florida, where he enjoys paddling local
waterways and hiking with his family.


















THURSDAY

PRESENTATIONS

Innovation in the Environmental Space

Sky Wave at CDM Smith

Brendan V. Brown, PWS, Senior Enviornmental Specialist

CDM Smith

Brendan Brown is a professional wetland
scientist with over 19 years of experience
in environmental data collection for
ecological restoration and environmental
compliance. He has extensive experience
in assessing various ecosystems with
advanced remote sensing and machine
learning, including wetlands, grasslands,
upland forests, seagrass, mangroves, and
salt marshes. Brendan is the principal
investigator of numerous R&D projects
leveraging machine learning and remote
sensing to assess environmental systems,
including the use of lidar, multispectral
sensors, drone-derived 3D models, and
high-resolution cameras. He leads Sky
Wave at CDM Smith.









THURSDAY

PRESENTATIONS

Road Map to Meeting BMAP’s Allocations Panel

Stacie Greco, Water Resources Program Manager

Alachua County EPD
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Stacie Greco currently serves as the
County’s  Water Resources Program
Manager with the Alachua County
Environmental Protection Department,
where she has worked to protect our
water resources for the past 20 years.
She received a B.S. in the Environmental
Sciences from Warren Wilson College in
Asheville, NC prior to obtaining her M.S.
in Environmental Engineering Sciences
from the University of Florida.

In 2010 she received a graduate
certificate in Social Marketing at the
University of South Florida to learn how
to apply traditional marketing tools to
change behaviors for protecting our
water. Stacie enjoys exploring Florida’s
natural areas by kayak, foot, and bike,
while camping in her vintage trailer.



SPONSORS

SEA TURTLE

TN —

gy LAl

ECOLOGICAL ASSOCIATES, INC.

Qv




MANATEE

Geosyntec”

consultants

@ Stantec




SPONSORS

MANGROVE




WELCOME




REFRESHMENT BREAK

Rutledge | Ecenia



