PRINT V. ELECTRONIC PUBLICATIONS

Prepared By:

Elizabeth Alt Senior Assistant County Attorney, Marion County, FL
Elizabeth.Alt@MarionFL.org
(352) 438-2336 (O)

Bob Shillinger County Attorney, Monroe County, FL
Shillinger-Bob@MonroeCounty-FL.Gov

Christine Limbert-Barrows Assistant County Attorney, Monroe County, FL

Limbert-Christine@MonroeCounty-FL.Gov
(305) 292-3470 (O) (305) 522-4989 (C)

INTRODUCTION

With few exemptions the Florida Constitution requires all meetings of Counties at which public
business is to be discussed or transacted to be open to the public and properly noticed. To
comply, Counties turn to Chapter 50, Florida Statutes, which sets forth the legal requirements for

publishing notices.

THE NEW LAW

On May 10, 2022, the Governor signed HB 7049 making significant modification to the publication
requirements set forth in Chapter 50, effective January 1, 2023. In a nutshell, the new law
provides all governmental entities that lie within a County an option to publish notices on the
County’s website. The full text of Ch. 22-103, Laws of Florida (2022), is attached hereto as
Exhibit A. The House of Representatives Staff Final Bill Legislative Analysis is attached as
Exhibit B.

This memo will walk the Reader through the highlights of the law and provide analysis to consider

the costs involved.
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. TERMS USED HEREIN

Ad(s).

Advertisement or publication or notice that has been or
Is directed or permitted in the nature of or in lieu of
process, or for constructive services or initiating,
assuming reviewing, exercising, or enforcing
jurisdiction or power or for any purpose, including all
legal notices and advertisements of the Sheriff and Tax
Collector. Sec. 50.0111, Fla. Stat.

Advertiser.

Any unit of government that lies in a County seeking to
publish Ads. Includes County, any municipality,
school board, Multi-County Special Districts, etc. Sec.
50.0311(1), Fla. Stat.

County is both “Advertiser” and “Publisher.”

Affidavit.

The form found herein signed by Publisher establishing:

1) Proof of Publication, and

2) The County Website complies with all legal
requirements for publication in Chapter 50,
Florida Statutes. Sec. 50.051, Fla. Stat.

County.

Your County is both an Advertiser and the Publisher.
The term “County” is used to emphasize County’s
responsibility, whether acting as an Advertiser or the
Publisher.

Educational
Unit.

Local school district, community college district, the
Florida School for the deaf and the Blind, or a state
university acting pursuant to statute. Sec. 120.52(g),
Fla. Stat.

Multi-County
Special
District.

Includes:

1) Central Florida Expressway Authority;

2) Florida Inland Navigation District;

3) Florida Resiliency and Energy District;

4) First Coast Workforce Development Consortium,;
5) Gulf Consortium;

6) Northwest Florida Regional Housing Authority;
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Southwest Florida Water Management District;

7. Newspaper.

8) St. Johns River Water Management District;

9) Suwanee River Water Management District;
and

10) Withlacoochee  Regional = Water  Supply
Authority.?

1) Is a newspaper, or direct successor of a
newspaper, that has been in existence for 2
years. Sec. 50.031, Fla, Stat.

AND

2) Is published in the County;

3) Is printed and published at least once a week;

4) Contains at least 25% of its words in the
English language;

5) Is available to the public generally for such

notices and customarily contains information

of a public character or of interest or of value to

the County’s general public, which:

a) Is sold or otherwise available to the
public at no less than 10 publicly
accessible outlets,

AND

Has an audience consisting of at least

10% of the households in the County

as determined by the 2020 census. The

audience coverage has been determined
by the newspaper by adding:

) The total number of print copies
on the highest print circulation, of
which at least 25% are delivered
to homes or businesses, as
certified biannually by a third-
party auditor,

PLUS

i) The total number of online unique
monthly visitors to the
newspaper’s website from within

1 “Official List of Multi-County Special Districts as of November 11, 2022.” Department of Economic
Opportunity, Division of Community Development, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity.
http://specialdistrictreports.floridajobs.org/webreports/multicollist.aspx, November 11, 2022.
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the State, as measured by
industry-accepted website
analytics software.

OR

b. Is entered or qualified to be admitted
and entered as a periodical class mail at
the County post office. Sec. 50.011, Fla.
Stat.

AND

7 For all Ads published in the print edition of the
newspaper, the newspaper must also publish
the Ad on its website at no additional charge.
Sec. 50.061(5), Fla. Stat.

Advertiser’s option to publish its Ads in a Newspaper.
In doing so, each legal notice must be published on the
Newspaper’'s website on the same day on a “Legal

8 Newspaper Notices” page and or comparably entitled page that the
' Option. printed notice appears in the Newspaper at no
additional charge, in a separate web page titled “Legal
Notice,” “Legal Advertising,” or comparable language,
with a link to the page. Sec. 50.0211(2), Fla. Stat.
Proof of . , . L .
9. L Publisher’s Affidavit, in paper or electronic form.
Publication.
10 Publisher County. The owner of the County’s Website.
' ' Note, County is both an Advertiser and the Publisher.
Advertiser’s roster of County residents and property
. owners that have indicated in writing a preference to
11. Registry. . . . . .
receive Ads via e-mail or first-class mail. Sec.
50.0311(6), Fla. Stat.
Those County residents and property owners who
12, Registrants. register on a Registry indicating a preference to

receiving Ads via e-mail or first-class mail. Sec.
50.0311(6), Fla. Stat.




13 Mar?aené?r:ent Class of membership within Florida Retirement System.
' 9 Sec. 121.055, Fla. Stat.
Class.

A publicly accessible website, i.e. County’s official

14 Website website or other private website designated by County

' ) for the publication of Ads that is accessible via the
Internet. Sec. 50.0311(2), Fla. Stat.

. Advertiser’s option to publish its Ads on the Website.
Website . . .

15. Option Available only if proven less expensive than Newspaper

ption. Option. Sec. 50.0311(3)

[I. THE NEWSPAPER OPTION.

New Definition, Old Definition.

The new legislation redefined what “Newspaper”? the County may utilize for
publishing Ads. The Reader may already be largely familiar with the new definition.
In 2020, the eligibility criteria for Newspapers was somewhat limited. That
limitation was loosened in 2021 with some broadening language effective January
1, 2022. Five months after the effective date of the broadened statute, the
Legislature voted to revert, for the most part, back to the narrow 2020
requirements.

Newspaper Option.

Should the County determine that it is less expensive to publish a particular Ad in
the Newspaper rather than on the County’s Website, any Newspaper used must
meet the 2022 definition of “Newspaper.”

Does Your Newspaper Have its Permit?
Newspaper must be entered or qualified to be admitted and entered as periodical
class mail at a post office in the County where published.

2

See “Newspaper” defined in Part 1 entitled Terms, above.
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Ill. THE WEBSITE OPTION

Beginning January 1, 2023, Florida governmental agencies that lie within your County
may continue to publish Ads in Newspapers or may avail themselves of the new option
to publish Ads on the County’s website, i.e., to use the Website Option.

PREREQUISITES.

A.

The Website Option has the following “Prerequisites.”

1.

Govt. Agency.

County Website.

Ad / Notice.
Must:

Advertiser must be a governmental agency that lies in
your County.

Ad must be published on a publicly accessible website,
i.e, the County’s official Website or a private website
designated by the County for electronic
Advertisements.

a) Be in searchable form.

b) Indicate the date the ad or notice was first published on the website.
C) If advertising a bid, have a direct link that accepts the bid.
Cost. The cost of advertising on the County’s website (i.e.,

Population.

3

the Website Option) must be less expensive than
publishing in the newspaper (i.e., the Newspaper
Option).

Advertiser with at least 75% of population located
within a county with a population of less than 160,000°
may public electronically only after:

a) A public hearing that has been noticed in the
newspaper.

b) At which it is determined that residents have:

As of 2020, 36 of Florida’s 67 counties had a population less than 160,000, to wit: Bay, Baker, Bradford,
Calhoun, Citrus, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton,
Hardee, Hendry, Highlands, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Martin,
Monroe, Nassau, Okeechobee, Putnam, Sumter, Suwanee, Taylor, Union, Wakulla, and Washington.
Bureau of Economic and Business Research, University of Florida, Florida Population: Census
Summary 2020, Table 1 (2021).



1) Broadband service as defined in
F.S. 364.02, i.e., any service that
consists of or includes the offering of the
capability to transmit or receive
information:

a) At a rate that is not less than 200
kilobits [.2 megabits] per second,
AND

b) Is used to provide access to the
Internet,
OR
Provides computer processing,
information storage, information
content, or protocol conversion in
combination with the service.*

2) Sufficient access thereto.

Monroe County IT director suggests:

a) Take Florida’s Broadband Speed
Test provided by the DEQO’s
Office of Broadband.®

b) Check out Faster Florida
Broadband Map.®

PROVIDING IS OPTIONAL.

The County may or may not provide the Website Option for itself or others. Should
the County wish to provide the option, the County is required to set pricing
commensurate with the costs incurred. The County’s price will permit an
Advertiser to comply with the Cost Prerequisite, above.

The County, as an Advertiser, must also meet the Prerequisites and is required to
calculate whether publishing on its own website is less expensive than publishing
in a Newspaper.

CURRENT COSTS / CURRENT BUDGETS.
Each County will want to consider its past expenditures on newspaper publications.

Does not include any intrastate telecommunications services that have been tariffed with the Florida
Public Service Commission on or before January 1, 2005, Sec. 364.02, Fla. Stat.
https://floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/broadband/office-of-broadband
https://deolmsgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=43e39ada50bf436baa72622b91008a0e
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D.

ANTICIPATED COSTS.

1.

Create, Secure and Maintain.

a) Any changes needed for the existing Website. It must be capable of:

1) Receiving Ad placement requests. A suggested form of Ad
placement is found at Exhibit C hereto.

2) Publishing an assortment of Advertisers’ Ads. See Ad types
and frequency at Exhibit D hereto.

3) Providing within those Ads that advertise bids, a method of
accepting electronic bids.

4) Ads must be searchable and provide the first date of
publication.

b) Registry.

1) A method allowing registration by County residents and
property owners by which they can register to receive
Advertiser’s Ads via e-mail or first-class mail.

2) Each Advertiser is required to provide its own Registry
regarding its own Ads.

3) Associated with the Registry is an annual newspaper

notification to County residents and property owners that the
Registry exists and that it is available for such registration.
(Discussed below.)

C) Conspicuous Homepage Links.
On the homepages of Publisher and Advertisers there must be a
conspicuous direct link to the page on which Ads are published.

d) System. A system for publishing, to include:

1)

Provision of labor and expertise to:

a) Establish and maintain secure capable Website;

b) Manage variety of Ads (resource below);

C) Accept and place Ads;

d) Manage Ads to ensure timely publication;

e) Timely provide each Advertiser an Affidavit
establishing Proof of Publication;

f) Create and manage the Registry;

0) Disseminate County Ads via e-mail or first-class mail,
as maybe selected by Registrants; and

h) Manage accounts receivable.

e) Method by which Advertiser may place an Ad.
f) Method for Advertiser to proof read and approve an Ad.

9



s)] Method for Publisher to supply Affidavits to Advertisers upon
completion of publication.

h) Formulation of rates for services, a method to receive payment, and
a system to monitor and ensure payment is made.

i) A disclaimer insulating Publisher.
) Pricing.

k) Policies.

)] Assorted forms.

m) Related security.

2. Publish Annual Newspaper Notification.
a) Who: Required by every Advertiser.’
b) What: Notice that a County resident or property owner may

receive Ads by first-class mail or e-mail upon
registering a preference in the Registry.8

C) Where: In newspaper of general circulation or a publication
mailed or delivered to all residents and property
owners throughout the County.®

d) When: Annually.t0

3. Whether to Participate in Clerk’s Docket Fund.
Ascertain whether Clerk is establishing a Docket Fund.! If so, County must
decide whether to receive funds therefrom.

4. Prepare Proof of Publication.
A paper or electronic affidavit is required by the Publisher. County can
charge up to $2 each.!?

Paper. Proof of publication is required by a uniform affidavit, form set
forth below. Each affidavit shall be printed upon white paper
8.5 inches wide and not less than 5.5 inches long. A white
margin of not less than 2.5 inches shall be at the left and right
side of each affidavit upon or in this space a true copy of the
Ad shall be placed.*®

10
11
12
13

Sec. 50.0311(6), Fla. Stat.
Id.

Id.

Id.

Sec. 50.0711, Fla. Stat.
Sec. 50.041(3), Fla. Stat.
Sec. 50.041(2), Fla. Stat.
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Electronic. Electronic affidavits are acceptable and require the use of
electronic notarization that complies with Sec.117.021, Fla.
Stat.4

Form. The substantial form of proof of publication is as set forth in
Exhibit E. It may be modified according to circumstances.

E. FINANCING OPTIONS.
1. Ads.
The County may charge an Advertiser a fee for publication of an Ad.
2. Affidavit.
County can charge no more than $2.00 for each affidavit processed.®®
3. Clerk’s Docket Fund.

Fund: Clerk may establish a court docket fund for the purpose
of paying the cost of publication of the fact of the filing
of any civil case in the Circuit Court by the style and
calendar relating to such cases.1®

Court Costs: Docket fund is funded by $1 mandatory court costs for
all civil actions, suits, or proceedings filed in the Circuit
Court of the County.’

Earmark: Clerk shall maintain in a separate and apart and use
only for such Ads.8

Payment: Clerk shall pay to County on a quarterly basis.1®

Recipient: If County receives such payment, County is required,
without charge, to publish:

a) The fact of the filing of any civil case, suit or action in
the Circuit Court. Such publication shall be in
accordance with a schedule agreed upon between the
Clerk and the County.?°

14 d.

15
16
17
18
19
20

Sec. 50.041(3), Fla. Stat.
Sec. 50.0711(1), Fla. Stat.
Id.

Id.

Id.

Sec. 50.0711(3), Fla. Stat.
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b) Accept legal Ads for the purpose of service of

process?! by publication for:

1) Dissolution of Marriage;??

2) Adoption;?? and

3) An action or proceeding in which personal
service of process or notice is not required by
statute or constitution. Ex. when a party cannot
be located for service.?*

4. Pro Rata Salary Contribution. Should the County consider adding a position
to act as a publisher for the Website Option, it might consult Advertisers to
learn if they might contribute a pro rata share.

F. INTEREST / EXPECTED VOLUME.
Each County may want to consult its Constitutional Officers or municipalities to
ascertain the level of interest and therefrom determine an expected volume.
V. FAQS.
1. What publishing options are available to the County and other Advertisers?
A: The Website Option. Sec. |, herein.
The Newspaper Option.  Sec. Il, herein.
2. Must County provide the Website Option to Advertisers?

A: No. The County may or may not provide the website and charge for each
publication. The County’s fees would be commensurate with the
costs incurred. If the Website Option is more expensive than the
Newspaper Option, the County may elect to remain with its current
usage of the Newspaper Option.

3. Would an Ad placed by an Advertiser on its own website (as opposed to the

County’s website) be legally sufficient?

A: No. The County’s Website solely is designated by statute to meet the
definition of a “publicly accessible website.”

4. Must the County accept Advertiser's Ads?
A: No. The decision whether to accept Ads depends on a cost analysis.
21 Sec. 50.0711(4), Fla. Stat.
22 Sec. 49.011(4), Fla. Stat.
23 Sec. 49.011(10), Fla. Stat.
24 Sec. 49.011(11), Fla. Stat.
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5. Is there any limit on eligibility of Advertisers?
A: Yes. The Advertiser must:
(2) Meet the definition of “Advertiser” above. That is, a unit of
government that lies in your County,
AND
(2) Determine that for Advertiser, the Website Option is less
expensive than the Newspaper Option.

6. Can the County utilize the Website Option for itself only?

A: Yes, if eligible. The County, just like any Advertiser must first
determine that Website Option is less expensive than
the Newspaper Option. If there is such a finding, the
County may use the Website Option.

7. The Website Option is too expensive. Can the County instead utilize the
Newspaper Option?
A: Yes. If the County determines that the Website Option is more expensive

than the Newspaper Option, the County may utilize the Newspaper
Option with a qualifying Newspaper. (Inquiry has been made with
the Ocala Star Banner of its continued eligibility under the new

legislation.)
8. | am a litigator. Has self-authentication changed accordingly?
A: Yes. Extrinsic evidence of authenticity of a published legal notice as a

condition precedent to admissibility of a published legal notice,
whether published in a qualified Newspaper or the County’s
Website, is not required.?®

25 Sec. 90.902(12), Fla. Stat., is amended to read:
Self-authentication - Extrinsic evidence of authenticity as a condition precedent to admissibility is not
required for:
(12) A legal notice published in accordance with the requirements of chapter 50 in the print edition of a
gualitied newspaper or on a publicly accessible website as provided in s. 50.0311-the-website-of a

gqualified-newspaper.
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EXHIBIT A
TEXT OF LAW

CHAPTER 2022-103

Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 7049

An act relating to legal notices; amending s. 50.011, F.S.; revising the
requirements for newspapers publishing legal notices; deleting an option
for publication on a newspaper’s website; providing for the publication of
legal notices on certain publicly accessible websites; amending ss. 50.021,
50.0211, and 50.031, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; creating s. 50.0311, F.S.; providing definitions; authorizing a govern-
mental agency to publish legal notices on a publicly accessible website
under certain circumstances; providing criteria for website publication;
authorizing a governmental agency with a certain percentage of its
population located within a county meeting a certain population threshold
to use a publicly accessible website to publish legally required advertise-
ments and public notices only if certain requirements are met; requiring a
governmental agency to provide specified notice to certain residents and
property owners relating to alternative methods of receiving legal notices;
authorizing a governmental agency to publish certain public notices and
advertisements on its governmental access channels; providing a require-
ment for public bid advertisements made by governmental agencies on
publicly accessible websites; amending s. 50.051, F.S.; revising a form for
affidavits of publication; amending s. 50.061, F.S.; correcting a cross-
reference; amending s. 50.0711, F.5,; revising provisions relating to the
use of court docket funds; amending ss. 11.02, 45.031, 90.902, 120.81,
121.055, 162.12, 189.015, 190.005, 200.065, 348.0308, 348.635, 348.7605,
84938, and 932.704, F.5.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Secton 50.011, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

50.011 Publication of legal notices.—Whenever by statute an official or
legal advertisement or a publication; or notice in a newspaper or on a
governmental agency website has been or is directed or permitted in the
nature of or in lieu of process, or for constructive service, or in initiating,
assuming, reviewing, exercising, or enforcing jurisdiction or power, or for
any purpose, including all legal notices and advertisements of sheriffs and
tax collectors, guch legislation, whether existing or repealed. means either of

following:

(1) A publication in a newspaper printed and published periodically at
least onee a week, containing at least 25 percent of its words in the English
language, available to the public generally for the publication of official or
other notices and customarily containing information of a public character or

1
CODING: Words stetekes are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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Ch. 2022-103 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-103

of intereat or of value to the residents or owners of propertv in the countwy
where published, or of interest or of value to the general publie, which A

ia: Has an audience consisting of at least 10 percent of the households
in the county or municipality, as determined by the most recent decennial
census, where the legal or public notice is being published or posted, by
calculating the combination of the total of the number of print copies
reflecting the day of highest print circulation, of which at least 25 percent of
such print copies must be delivered to individuals’ home or business
addresses, as certified biennially by a certified independent third-party
auditor, and the total number of online unique monthly visitors to the
newspaper's website from within the state, as measured by industry-
accepted website analytics software. The newspaper must also be sold, or
otherwise awvailable to the public, at no less than 10 publicly accessible
outlets. For legal and public notices published by nongovernmental entities,
the newspaper’s andience in the county or municipality where the project,
property, or other primary subject of the notice is located must meet the 10
percent threshold; or.

ib)2. Is entered or qualified to be admitted and entered as periodical
class msul at a post ufﬁce in the county where puhhqhed Hald—q—ﬂ—pe%m«d-}m}q

CODING: Words steielees are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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Ch. 2022-103 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-103

2 A pubhcatmn on a publicly accessible ﬁEbbltE under s. 50.0311

Section 2. Section 50.021, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

50.021 Publication when no newspaper in county.—When any law, or
order or decree of court, directs advertisements to be made in a county and
there is no newspaper published in the county, the advertisement may be
published on a publicly accessible website as provided in s. 50.0311 sadeby

p%ﬂﬂded—m—s—é@-@ﬁl—l{—é% or mﬂde by posting three copies thereof in three
different places in the county, one of which shall be at the front door of the
courthouse, and by publll:atmn in the nearest county in which a newspaper
gualified under this chapter is published.

Section 3. Section 50.0211, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

50.0211 Internet website publication.—

CODING: Words steekes are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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Ch. 2022-103 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-103

(142} This section applies to legal notices that must be published in
accordance with this chapter unless otherwise specified.

(283 If a governmental agency publishes a legal notice in the print
edition of a newspaper, each legal notice must be published pested on the
newspaper s webgite on the same day that the printed notice appears in the
newspaper, at no additional charge, in a separate web page titled “Legal
Notices,” “Legal Advertising,” or comparable identifying language. A link to
the legal notices web page shall be provided on the front page of the
newspaper s website that provides access to the legal notices. If there is a
specified size and placement required for a printed legal notice, the size and

4
CODING: Words steekes are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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Ch. 2022-103 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-103

placement of the notice on the newspaper’s website must optimize its online
visibility in keeping with the print requirements. The newspaper’s web
pages that contain legal notices must present the legal notices as the
dominant and leading subject matter of those pages. The newspaper’s
webhsite must contain a search function to facilitate searching the legal
notices. A fee may not be charged, and registration may not be required, for
viewing or searching legal notices on a newspaper’s website if the legal
notice 1s published in a newspaper.

Biiadiar If a legal notice is published in the print edition of a
newspaper eren—a newspapers—website, the newspaper publishing the

notice shall place the notice on the statewide website established and
maintained as an initiative of the Florida Press Association as a repository
for such notices located at the following address: www.floridapublicnoti-
CEes.com.

(by A legal notice placed on the statewide website created under this
subsection must be:

1. Accessible and searchable by party name and case number.

2. Published Posted for a period of at least 90 consecutive days after the
first day of publication pesting.

{c) The statewide website created under this subsection shall maintain a
searchable archive of all legal notices published peosted on the publicly
accessible website for 18 months after the first day of publication pesting.
Such searchable archive shall be provided and accessible to the general
public without charge.

CODING: Words strekes are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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Ch. 2022-103 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-103
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Ch. 2022-103 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-103

Section 4. Section 50.031, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

50.031 Newspapers in which legal notices and process may be published.
If a governmental agencv publishes a legal notice in a newspaper, no notice
or publication required to be published in-theprintedition ol a newspaperor
ena-newspaperswebsiteifautherized; in the nature of or in lieu of process
of any kind, nature, character, or description provided for under any law of
the state, whether heretofore or hereafter enacted, and whether pertaining
to constructive service, or the initiating, assuming, reviewing, exercising, or
enforcing juriadiction or power, by any court in this state, or any notice of
sale of property, real or personal, for taxes, state, county, or municipal, or
sheriff's, guardian’s, or administrator’s or any sale made pursuant to any
judicial order, decree, or statute or any other publication or notice pertaining
to any affairs of the state, or any county, municipality, or other political
subdivision thereof, shall be deemed to have been published in accordance
with the statutes providing for such publication, unless the same shall have
been publlshed for the prescribed period of time required for such
publication, in a newspaper er—ena newspaper's—website which at the
time of such publication shall have been in existence for 2 years and meets
the requirements set forth in s. 50.011, or in a newspaper which is a direct
succeszor of a newspaper which has been so published; provided, however,
that nothing herein contained shall apply where in any county there shall be
no newspaper in existence which shall have been published for the length of
time above prescribed. No legal publication of any kind, nature, or
description, as herein defined, shall be valid or binding or held to be in
compliance with the statutes prumdmg for such publication unless the same
shall have been published in accordance with theprevisiensof this section or
8. 50.0311 550021105, Proof of such publication shall be made by uniform
affidavit.

Section 5. Section 50.0311, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

50.0311 Publication of advertisements and public notices on a pubhely
acressible website and governmental access channels.—

(1) For purposes of this chapter, the term “sovernmental agency” means
a countv, municipalityv, school board, or other unit of local government or
political subdivision in this state.

o

i
CODING: Words stetekes are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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Ch. 2022-103 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-103

(2) For purposes of notices and advertisements required under s. 50.011,
the term “publicly accessible website” means a county’s official website or
other private website designated by the countv for the publication of legal
notices and advertisements that is accessible via the Internet. All adver-
tisements and public notices published on a website as provided in this
chapter must be in searchable form and indicate the date on which the
advertisement or public notice was first published on the wehsite.

(31 A governmental agency mayv use the publiclvy accessible website of the

county in which it lies to publish legally required advertisements and public
notices if the cost of publishing advertisements and publie notices on such

website is less than the cost of publishing advertisements and public notices

1N 4 newspaper.

(4) A governmental agency with at least 756 percent of ite population

located within a countv with a population of fewer than 160.000 mav use a
publicly accessible website to publish legallv required advertisements and
public notices only if the governing bodv of the governmental agency, at a
public hearing that has been noticed in a newspaper as provided in this
chapter, determines that the residents of the governmental agency have
sufficient access to the Internet by broadband service, as defined in s. 364.02,
or by anv other means, such that publishing advertisements and public
notices on a publicly accessible website will not unreasonably restrict public
access.

(61 A special district spanning the geographic boundaries of more than
one county that satisfies the criteria for publishing and chooses to publish
legally required advertisements and public notices on a publicly accessible
website must publish such advertisements and public notices on the publicly

accessible website of each county it spans. For purposes of this subsection,
the term “special distriet” has the same meaning as in 8. 189.012.

(6) A governmental agency that uses a publiclv accessible website to

publigh legally required advertisements and public notices shall provide

notice at least once per vear in a newsapaper of general circulation or another
publication that is mailed or delivered to all residents and propertv owners

throughout the government’s jurisdiction, indicating that property owners
and residents mayv receive legally required advertisements and public
notices from the governmental agenev by first-class mail or e-mail upon
registering their name and address or e-mail address with the governmental
agency. The governmental agency shall maintain a registrv of names

addresses, and e-mail addresses of property owners and residents who have
requested in writing that they receive legally required advertisements and
public notices from the governmental agency by first-class mail or e-mail.

(71 A link to advertisements and public notices published on a publicly

accessible website shall be conspicuously placed:

(a) On the website's homepage or on a page accessible through a direct
link from the homepage.
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(b On the homepage of the website of each governmental agency
publishing notices on the publicly accessible website or on a page accessible
through a direct link from the homepage.

(8 A governmental agency that has a governmental acecess channel
authorized under s. 610.109 may also include on its governmental access

channel a summary of all advertisements and public notices that are
published on a publicly accessible website.

9) A public bid advertisement made bv a governmental agency on a
publiclv accessible website must include a method to accept electronic bids.

Section 6. Section 50.051, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

50.051 Proofofpublication; form of uniform affidavit.—The printed form
upon which all such affidavits establishing proof of publication are to be
executed shall be substantially as follows:

NAME OF COUNTY
STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF ......:

Before the undersigned authority persunﬂll} preared ...... , who on oath
says that heor she is : i

County, F"lcrr'u:l:a1 that the at.tﬂched copy uf advertisement, beinga ...... in the
matter of ...... in the ...... Court, was published on _the puthlv accessible
Webbit.e of ... County Flnrlda ar in a sadd newspaper by print in the issues

aaLb&—pﬂhhea%}aﬂ—Bﬂ—the—&ewspﬂ-peHwehm{e—ﬁlmﬁhmed—an

(date)

Affiant further says that the website or newspaper complies with all legal
requirements for publication in chapter 50, Florida Statutes.

Sworn to and subseribed before me this ... day of ......, ...(year),. by ...,
who is personally known to me or who has produced (type of identification)
as identification.

..(Signature of Notary Public),.,

..(Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public). .,

..(Notary Public). .,
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Section 7. Subsection (5) of section 50.061, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

50.061 Amounts chargeable.—

(6) If the public notice is published in the print edition of a newspaper,
the publishing pesting of the notice on the newspaper's website pursuant to
8. 50.0211(2) &—68-021133 must be done at no additional charge.

Section 8. Section 50.0711, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
50.0711 Court docket fund; service charges; publications.—

(1) The clerk of the court in each county may establish a court docket
fund for the purpose of paying the cost of publication of the fact of the filing of
any civil case in the circuit court of the county by the style and of the
calendar relating to such cases. This court docket fund shall be funded by $1
mandatory court cost for all civil actions, suits, or proceedings filed in the
circuit court of the county. The clerk shall maintain such funds separate and
apart, and the proceeds from this court cost shall not be diverted to any other
fund or for any purpose other than that established in this section. The clerk
of the court shall dispense the fund to the designated publicly accessible
website publisher or record newspaper in the county on a quarterly basis.

(2) If a judicial eircuit publishes legal notices in a newspaper, a
newspaper qualified under the terms of s. 50.011 shall be designated as

the record newspaper for such publication by an order of the majority of the
judges in the judicial circuit in which such county is located, and such order
shall be filed and recorded with the clerk of the circuit court for such county.
The designated record newspaper may be changed at the end of any fiseal
year ofthe county by a majority vote ofthe judges ofthe judicial eircuit of the
county ordering such change 30 days prior to the end of the fizcal vear, notice
of which order shall be given to the previously designated record newspaper.

(3) The publicly accessible website publisher or publishers of any
designated record newspapers receiving payment from this court docket
fund shall publish, without additional charge, the fact of the filing of any
civil case, suit, or action filed in such county in the circuit. Such publication
shall be in accordance with a schedule agreed upon between the website
publisher or record newspaper and the clerk of the court in such county.

(4) The publicly accessible website publisher or publishers of any
designated record newspapers receiving revenues from the court docket
fund established in subsection (1) shall, without charge, accept legal
advertisements for the purpose of service of process by publication under
5. 49.011(4), (10), and (11) when such publication is required of persons
authorized to proceed as indigent persons under s. 57.081.

Section 9. Section 11.02, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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11.02 Notice of special or local legislation or certain relief acte.—The
notice required to obtain special or local legislation or any relief act specified
in s. 11.065 ghall be by publishing the identical notice as provided in chapter
50 or circulated throughout the county or counties where the matter or thing
to be affected by such legizlation shall be situated one time at least 30 days
before introduction of the proposed law into the Legislature or, if the notice is
not published on a publicly accessible website as provided ins. 50.0311 made
hﬁ—!&beaﬁﬁe%—pﬂ-hheﬂ-ﬁ&aﬂ—&s—pﬁﬁded—ﬂﬁ—%—@%l—l@é—} and there is -bea-ﬂg no
newspaper circulated throughout or published in the county, by posting for
at least 30 days at not fewer Jess than three public places in the county or
each of the counties, one of which places shall be at the courthouse in the
county or counties where the matter or thing to be affected by such
legislation shall be situated. Notice of special or local legislation shall
state the substance of the contemplated law, as required by s. 10, Art. III of
the State Constitution. Notice of any relief act specified in &. 11.065 shall
state the name of the claimant, the nature of the injury or loss for which the
claim ig made, and the amount of the claim againgt the affected muniei-
pality’s revenue-sharing trust fund.

Section 10. Subsection (2) of section 45.031, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

45.031 Judicial sales procedure.—In any sale of real or personal property
under an order or judgment, the procedures provided in this section and ss.
45.0315-45.035 may be followed as an alternative to any other sale
procedure if go ordered by the court.

(2) PUBLICATION OF SALE.—Notice of sale shall be published on a
publicly accessible wehbsite as provided ins. 50.0311 for at least 2 consecutive
weeks before the sale or once a week for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper
of general circulation, as provided defined in chapter 50, published in the
county where the sale is to be held. The second publication by newspaper
shall be at least 5 days before the sale. The notice shall contain:

(a) A description of the property to be gold.
(b} The time and place of sale.

(c) A statement that the sale will be made pursuant to the order or final
judgment.

(d) The caption of the action.
(e) The name of the clerk making the sale.

(fi A statement that any person claiming an interest in the surplus from
the sale, if any, other than the property owner as of the date of the lis
pendens must file a claim before the clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed.

The court, in its discretion, may enlarge the time of the sale. Notice of the
changed time of sale shall be published as provided herein.
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Section 11. Subsection (12) of section 90.902, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

90.902 Self-authentication.—Extrinsic evidence of authenticity as a
condition precedent to admissibility is not required for:

(12) A legal notice published in accordance with the requirements of
chapter 50 in the print edition of a qualified newspaper or on a publicly

accessible website as provided in s. 50,0311 the website of o gualified
BRI

Section 12, Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 120.81, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

120.81 Exceptions and special requirements; general areas.—

(1) EDUCATIONAL UNITS.—

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, educational
units shall not be required to include the full text of the rule or rule
amendment in notices relating to rules and need not publish these or other
notices in the Florida Administrative Register, but notice shall be made:

1. By publication in a newspaper qualified under chapter 50 in the
affected area or on a publicly accessible website as provided in s. 50.0311;

2. By mail to all persons who have made requests of the educational unit
for advance notice of its proceedings and to organizations representing
persons affected by the proposed rule; and

3. By posting in appropriate places so that those particular classes of
persons to whom the intended action is directed may be duly notified.

Section 13. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 121.055, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

121.055 Senior Management Service Class.—There is hereby estab-
lished a separate class of membership within the Florida Retirement System
to be known as the “Senior Management Service Class,” which shall become

effective February 1, 1987.
(1)

(h)1. Except as provided in subparagraph 2., effective January 1, 1990,
participation in the Senior Management Service Class is compulsory for the
president of each community college, the manager of each participating
municipality or county, and all appointed distriet school superintendents.
Effective January 1, 1994, additional positions may be designated for
inclusion in the Senior Management Service Class ift

a. Positions to be included in the class are designated by the local agency
emplover. Notice of intent to designate positions for inclusion in the class
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must be published for at least 2 consecutive weeks if published on a publicly

accessible website as provided in s 50.0311 bvJtnternet—publeation—as
-]EIFEH—]—ELE«El—]:H—E—ﬁG—@Q—].—].—‘;ﬁJ or, if published in print, once a week for 2

consecutive weeks in a newspaper qualified under chapter 50 that is
published in the county or counties affected.

b. Up to 10 nonelective full-time positions may be designated for each
local agency employer reporting to the department; for local agencies with
100 or more regularly established positions, additional nonelective full-time
positions may be designated, not to exceed 1 percent of the regularly
established positions within the agency.

c. Each position added tothe class must be a managerial or policymaking
position filled by an employee who is not subject to continuing contract and
serves at the pleasure of the local agency emplover without civil service
protection, and who:

(I) Heads an organizational unit; or

(II) Has responsibility to effect or recommend personnel, budget,
expenditure, or policy decisions in his or her areas of responsibility.

2. In lieu of participation in the Senior Management Service Class,
members of the Senior Management Service Class, pursuant to subpara-
graph 1., may withdraw from the Florida Retirement System altogether. The
decizion to withdraw from the system is irrevocable as long as the employee
holds the position. Any service creditable under the Senior Management
Service Class shall be retained after the member withdraws from the
svstem; however, additional service credit in the Senior Management
Service Class may not be earned after such withdrawal. Such members
are not eligible to participate in the Senior Management Service Optional
Annuity Program.

3. Effective January 1, 2006, through June 30, 2006, an emploves who
has withdrawn from the Florida Retirement System under subparagraph 2.
has one opportunity to elect to participate in the pension plan or the
investment plan.

a. Ifthe emplovee elects to participate in the investment plan, member-
ship shall be prospective, and the applicable provisions of 5. 121.4501(4)
govern the election.

b. Ifthe employee elects to participate in the pension plan, the employee
shall, upon payment to the system trust fund of the amount calculated under
sub-sub-subparagraph (I}, receive service credit for prior service based upon
the time during which the emplovee had withdrawn from the system.

(I) The cost for such credit shall be an amount representing the actuarial
accrued liability for the affected period of service. The cost shall be
caleulated using the discount rate and other relevant actuarial assumptions
that were used to value the pension plan liabilities in the most recent
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actuarial valuation. The calculation must include any service already
maintained under the pension plan in addition to the period of withdrawal.
The actuarial accrued liability attributable to any service already main-
tained under the pension plan shall be applied as a credit to the total cost
resulting from the calculation. The division must ensure that the transfer
sum is prepared using a formula and methodology certified by an actuary.

(II) Theemplovee must transfer a sum representing the net cost owed for
the actuarial accrued liability in sub-sub-subparagraph (I) immediately
following the time of such movement, determined assuming that attained
service equals the sum of service in the pension plan and the period of
withdrawal.

(h)l. Except as provided in subparagraph 3., effective January 1, 1994,
participation in the Senior Management Service Class shall be compulsory
for the State Courts Administrator and the Deputy State Courts Adminis-
trators, the Clerk of the Supreme Court, the Marshal of the Supreme Court,
the Executive Director of the Justice Administrative Commission, the
capital collateral regional counsel, the clerks of the district courts of appeals,
the marshals of the district courts of appeals, and the trial court admin-
istrator and the Chief Deputy Court Administrator in each judicial circuit.
Effective January 1, 1994, additional positions in the offices of the state
attorney and public defender in each judicial circuit may be designated for
inclusionin the Senior Management Service Class of the Florida Retirement
System, provided that:

a. Positions to be included in the class shall be designated by the atate
attorney or public defender, as appropriate. Notice of intent to designate
positions for inclusion in the class shall be published for at least 2
consecutive weeks on a publicly accessible website as provided in s.
50.0311 bvInternet-publieabonasprovidedins—5002115+ or, if published
in print, once a week for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper qualified under
chapter 50 in the county or counties affected.

b. One nonelective full-time position may be designated for each state
attorney and public defender reporting to the Department of Management
Services; for agencies with 200 or more regularly established positions under
the state attorney or public defender, additional nonelective full-time
positions may be designated, not to exceed 0.5 percent of the regularly
established positions within the agency.

c. Fach position added to the class must be a managerial or policymaking
position filled by an emplovee who serves at the pleasure of the state
attorney or public defender without civil service protection, and who:

iI) Heads an organizational unit; or

(ITI) Has responsibility to effect or recommend personnel, budget,
expenditure, or policy decisions in his or her areas of responsibility.
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2. Participation in this class shall be compulsory, except as provided in
subparagraph 3., for any judicial emplovee who holds a position designated
for coverage in the Senior Management Service Class, and such participa-
tion shall continue until the emplovee terminates employment in a covered
position. Effective January 1, 2001, participation in this class is compulsory
for assistant state attorneys, assistant statewide prosecutors, assistant
public defenders, and assistant capital collateral regional counsel. Effective
January 1, 2002, participation in this class iz compulsory for assistant
attornevs general.

3. Inlieu of participation in the Senior Management Service Class, such
members, excluding assistant state attorneys, assistant public defenders,
assistant statewide prosecutors, assistant attorneys general, and assistant
capital collateral regional counsel, may participate in the Senior Manage-
ment Service Optional Annuity Program as established in subsection (6).

Section 14. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 162.12, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

162.12 Notices.—

(2) In addition to providing notice as set forth in subsection (1), at the
option of the code enforcement board or the local government, notice may be
served by publication or posting, as follows:

(a)l. Such notice shall be published in print in a newspaper or on a
Dubllch al:l:esslble ‘H-EbBlt.E as Drnnded in 8. 5[] 0311 -I—‘rE—W—B—pEI.—pEI‘—B—W—E—bB—l—GE
2 passiehe e e 2 for 4
cunsecut.lve weeks If | puhhshed in pr]nt. t.he nut.lce shs]l be puhhshed onece
during each week for 4 consecutive weeks (four publications being sufficient)
in a newspaper in the county where the code enforcement board is located.
The newspaper shall meet such requirements as are prescribed under
chapter 50 for legal and official advertisements.

2. Proof of publication shall be made as provided in ss. 50.041 and
50.051.

Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 189.015, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

189.015 Meetings; notice; required reports.—

(1) The governing body of each special district shall file guarterly,
semiannually, or annually a schedule of its regular meetings with the local
governing authority or authorities. The schedule shall include the date,
time, and location of each scheduled meeting. The schedule shall be
published quarterly, semiannually, or annually in the manner required in
this subsection. The governing body of an independent special district shall
advertise the day, time, place, and purpose of any meeting other than a
regular meeting or any recessed and reconvened meeting of the governing
body, at least 7 days before such meeting as provided in chapter 50 in the
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county or counties in which the special district is located, unless a bona fide
emergency situation exists, in which case a meeting to deal with the
emergency may be held as necessary, with reasonable notice, so long as it is
subsequently ratified by the governing body. No approval of the annual
budget shall be granted at an emergency meeting. The notice shall be posted
as provided in chapter 50. Any other provision of law to the contrary
notwithstanding, and except in the case of emergency meetings, water
management districts may provide reasonable notice of public meetings held
to evaluate responses to solicitations issued by the water management
district, as provided in chapter 50 by publication on a publicly accessible
website Internet-publieation or by publication in a newspaper in the county
where the principal office of the water management district is located, or in
the county or counties where the public work will be performed, no fewer less
than 7 days before such meeting.

Section 16. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 190.005, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

190.005 Establishment of district.—

(1) The exclusive and uniform method for the establishment of a
community development district with a size of 2,500 acres or more shall
be pursuant to a rule, adopted under chapter 120 by the Florida Land and
Water Adjudicatory Commission, granting a petition for the establishment
of a community development district.

(d) Aloeal public hearing on the petition shall be conducted by a hearing
officer in conformance with the applicable requirements and procedures of
the Administrative Procedure Act. The hearing shall include oral and
written comments on the petition pertinent to the factors specified in
paragraph (e). The hearing shall be held at an accessible location in the
county in which the community development district is to be located. The
petitioner shall cause a notice of the hearing to be pub]ished for 4 successive
weeks on a gublu:lv EI.EEESSI]IIIE webslte as prm-lded in &, 50 031 ﬁe%sp&pe#s

e : : H ehsttepre 5} or, if
puhhshed in prmt ina newspaper at least once a week fur the 4 successive
weeks immediately prior to the hearing as provided in chapter 50. Such
notice shall give the time and place for the hearing, a description of the area
to be included in the district, which deseription shall include a map showing
clearly the area to be covered by the district, and any other relevant
information which the establishing governing bodies may require. If
published in the print edition of a newspaper, the advertisement may not
be placed in the portion of the newspaper where legal notices and classified
advertisements appear. The advertisement must be published in a news-
paperinthe county and of general interest and readership in the community
pursuant to chapter 50. Whenever possible, the advertisement shall appear
in a newspaper that is published at least weekly, unless the only newspaper
in the community is published less than weekly. If the notice is published in
the print edition of the newspaper, the map must also be included in any
online advertisement pursuant to s. 50.0211. All affected units of general-
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purpose local government and the general public shall be given an
opportunity to appear at the hearing and present oral or written comments
on the petition.

Section 17. Paragraph (h) of subsection (3) of section 200.065, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

200.065 Method of fixing millage.—

(3) The advertisement shall be published as provided in chapter 50. If
the advertisement is published in the print edition of a newspaper, the
advertisement must be no less than one-quarter page in size of a standard
size or a tabloid size newspaper, and the headline in the advertisement shall
bein a type no smaller than 18 point. The advertisement shall not be placed
in that portion of the newspaper where legal notices and classified
advertisements appear. The advertisement shall be published in a news-
paper in the county or in a geographically limited insert of such newspaper.
The geographic boundaries in which such insert is circulated shall include
the geographic boundaries of the taxing authority. It is the legislative intent
that, whenever possible, the advertisement appear in a newspaper that is
published at least weekly unless the only newspaper in the county is
published less than weekly, or that the advertisement appear in a
geographically limited insert of such newspaper which insert is published
throughout the taxing authority's jurisdiction at least twice each week. It is
further the legislative intent that the newspaper selected be one of general
interest and readership in the community pursuant to chapter 50.

(h) In no event shall any taxing authority add to or delete from the
language of the advertisements as specified herein unless expressly
authorized by law, except that, if an increase in ad valorem tax rates will
affect only a portion of the jurisdiction of a taxing authority, advertisements
may include a map or geographical description of the area to be affected and
the proposed use of the tax revenues under consideration. In addition, if
published in the print edition of the newspaper B':"—El—HJ—"r—p—H—thhed—Elﬁ—the—
Interret-inaecordaneewith+50-0211H5}, the map must be included in the
online advertisement required by s. 50.0211. The advertisements required
herein shall not be accompanied, preceded, or followed by other advertising
or notices which conflict with or modify the substantive content prescribed
herein.

Section 18. Subsection (3) of section 348.0308, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

348.0308 Publicprivate partnership.—The Legislature declares that
there is a public need for the rapid construction of safe and efficient
transportation facilities for traveling within the state and that it is in the
public’s interest to provide for public-private partnership agreements to
effectuate the construction of additional safe, convenient, and economical
transportation facilities.
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(3) The agency may request proposals for publie-private transportation
projects or, if it receives an unsolicited proposal, it must publish a notice in
the Florida Administrative Register and, as provided in chapt.er 50, on a
publicly accessible website hﬂ&—[—n%eﬁ&e%—pﬁhheaﬂaﬁ or by print in a news-
paper qualified to publish legal notices in the county in which the project is
located at least once a week for 2 weeks stating that it has received the
proposal and will accept, for 60 days after the initial date of publication,
other proposals for the same project purpose. A copy of the notice must be
mailed to each local government in the affected areas. After the public
notification period has expired, the agency shall rank the proposals in order
of preference. In ranking the proposals, the agency shall consider profes-
sional qualifications, general business terms, innovative engineering or cost-
reduction terms, finance plans, and the need for state funds to deliver the
proposal. If the agency is not satisfied with the results of the negotiations, it
may, at its sole discretion, terminate negotiations with the proposer. If these
negotiations are unsuccessful, the agency may go to the second and lower-
ranked firms, in order, using the same procedure. If only one proposal is
received, the agency may negotiate in good faith, and ifit is not satisfied with
the results, it may, at its sole discretion, terminate negotiations with the
proposer. The agency may, at its discretion, reject all proposals at any point
in the process up to completion of a contract with the proposer.

Section 19. Subsection (3) of section 348.635, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

348.635 Public-private partnership.—The Legislature declares that
there is a public need for the rapid construction of safe and efficient
transportation facilities for traveling within the state and that it ig in the
public’s interest to provide for publie-private partnership agreements to
effectuate the construction of additional safe, convenient, and economical
transportation facilities.

(3) The authority may request proposals for public-private transporta-
tion projects or, if it receives an unsolicited proposal, it must publish a notice
in the Florida Administrative Register and, as provided in chapter 50, on a
publiclv accessible website hﬂ&—eartha'—[-ﬁ%a:ae%—pﬂhhe&ﬁaﬂ or by prmt ina
newspaper in the county in which the project is located at least once a week
for 2 weeks stating that it has received the proposal and will accept, for 60
days after the initial date of publication, other proposals for the same project
purpoze. A copy of the notice must be mailed to each local government in the
affected areas. After the public notification period has expired, the authority
shall rank the proposals in order of preference. In ranking the proposals, the
authority shall consider professional qualifications, general business terms,
innovative engineering or cost-reduction terms, finance plans, and the need
for state funds to deliver the proposal. If the authority is not satisfied with
the results of the negotiations, it may, at its sole discretion, terminate
negotiations with the proposer. If these negotiations are unsuccessful, the
authority may go to the second and lower-ranked firms, in order, using the
same procedure. Ifonly one proposal is received, the anthority may negotiate
in good faith, and if it is not satisfied with the results, it may, at its sole
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discretion, terminate negotiations with the proposer. The authority may, at
its discretion, reject all proposals at any peint in the process up to completion
of a contract with the proposer.

Section 20. Subsection (3) of section 348.76056, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

3487605 Public-private partnership.—The Legislature declares that
there is a public need for the rapid construction of safe and efficient
transportation facilities for traveling within the state and that it is in the
public’s interest to provide for public-private partnership agreements to
effectuate the construction of additional safe, convenient, and economical
transportation facilities.

(3) The authority may request propogalg for public-private transporta-
tion projects or, if it receives an unsolicited proposal, it must publish a notice
in the Florida Administrative Register and, as provided in chapter 50, on a
publicly accessible website bﬂ&—a&he%[—ﬂ%e%ﬁe{-—pﬂhhea{m ar by print in a
newspaper in the county in which the project is located at least once a week
for 2 weeks stating that it has received the proposal and will accept, for 60
days after the initial date of publication, other proposals for the same project
purpose. A copy of the notice must be mailed to each local government in the
affected areas. After the public notification period has expired, the authority
shall rank the proposals in order of preference. In ranking the proposals, the
authority shall consider professional qualifications, general business terms,
innovative engineering or cost-reduction terms, finance plans, and the need
for state funds to deliver the proposal. If the authority is not satisfied with
the results of the negotiations, it may, at its sole discretion, terminate
negotiations with the proposer. If these negotiations are unsuccessful, the
authority may go to the second and lower-ranked firms, in order, using the
same procedure. If only one proposal is received, the authority may negotiate
in good faith, and if it is not satisfied with the results, it may, at its sole
discretion, terminate negotiations with the proposer. The authority may, at
its discretion, reject all proposals at any point in the process up to completion
of a contract with the proposer.

Section 21. Subsection (5) of section 849.38, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

849.38 Proceedings for forfeiture; notice of seizure and order to show
cause.—

(5) Ifthe value of the property seized is shown by the sheriff's return to
have an appraised value of $1,000 or less, the above citation shall be served
by posting at three public places in the county, one of which shall be the front
door of the courthouse; if the value of the property is shown by the sheriff's
return to have an approximate value of more than $1,000, the citation shall
be published by print or posted for at least 2 consecutive weeks on a publicly

accesmhle “Ebﬂ-ltE as Drmlded in s. 50.0311 m&p&p&#ﬂeh&ﬁ-e—&nd—hh&
: . If published
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in print, the citation shall appear at least once each week for 2 consecutive
weeks in a newspaper qualified to publish legal notices under chapter 50
that is published in the county, if there is such a newspaper published in the
county. If there is no such newspaper, the notice of such publication shall be
made by certificate of the clerk if publication is made by posting, and by
affidavit as provided in chapter 50, if made by publication as provided in
chapter 50, which affidavit or certificate shall be filed and become a part of
the record in the cause. Failure of the record to show proof of such
publication shall not affect any judgment made in the cause unless it
shall affirmatively appear that no such publication was made.

Section 22. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section 932.704, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

932.704 Forfeiture procesdings.—

(6)(a) Ifthe propertyis required by law to be titled or registered, orif the
owner of the property is known in fact to the seizing agency, or if the seized
property is subject to a perfected security interest in accordance with the
Uniform Commercial Code, chapter 679, the attorney for the seizing agency
shall serve the forfeiture complaint as an original service of process under
the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure and other applicable law to each person
having an ownership or security interest in the property. The seizing agency
shall also publish, in accordance with chapter 50, notice of the forfeiture
complaint for 2 consecutive weeks on a publicly accessible website news-

50021105} or, if published in print, once each week for 2 consecutive weeks
in a newspaper qualified to publish legal notices under chapter 50 in the
county where the seizure occurred.

Section 23. This act shall take effect January 1, 2023.

Approved by the Governor May 10, 2022,

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 10, 2022,

20
CODING: Words stekes are deletions; words underlined are additions.

33



EXHIBIT B

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STAFF FINAL BILL ANALYSIS

BILL & CS5/HB T049 PCB JDC 2202 Legal Molices
SPONSOR(S): State Affairs Committee and Judiciary Committes, Grall and others
TIED BILLS: IDEM./SIM. BILLS:

FINAL HOUSE FLOOR ACTION: 7T9Y's 40 N's GOVERNOR'S ACTION:  Approved

SUMMARY AMALY SIS

CS/HB 7049 passed the House on March 2, 2022. The bill was amended in the Senate on March 9, 2022, and
was refumed to the House. The House concumed in the Senate amendment and subseguently passed the Lill
as amended on March 10, 2022.

The Florida Constitution requires all meetings of a county, municipality, school board, or special district at
which official acts are to be taken or at which public business is to be discussed or transacted to be open to the
public and property noticed. While this requirement is seli-executing, the Legislature may enact general laws
enforcing this constitutional provision and may provide exemptions by a two-thirds vote. All exemptions require
a specific statement of public necessity justifying the exemption. Further, certain statutory provisions require
that public notices and advertisements be given for certain other local government and judicial actions.
Collectively, these notices and advertisements are known as “legal notices.”

Before January 1, 2022, legal notices had to be publizhed in a newspaper meeting specified requirements,
including that the newspaper had to be for sale to the public, unless no newspaper was published in the
county; in which case copies of the notice had fo be posted in the county and publizhed in a newspaper in the
nearest available county. The newspaper also had to place a copy of the notice on the Florida Press
Association's (“FPAT) free repository website and, if the newspaper maintained a website, legal notices had to
appear on such website in a searchable format on the same day they appeared in the print edition at no
additional charge. However, in 2021, the Legislature passed CS/HBE 35, which modified the requirements for
newspaper publication to expand the number of newspapers that could qualify for legal notice publication,
including free newspapers, and to authorize a governmental agency to publish legal notices on a newspaper's
website and the FPA's repository website in lieu of publishing in the newspaper's print ediion under specified
conditions. 2021 CS/HB 35 also required the FPA to seek to ensure that minority populations in the state have
equitalle access tolegal notices posted on the FPA's repository website and to publish a report containing
specified information.

The bill:

*  Gives a govemmental agency the option to publish legal notices on the publicly accessible website of a
county instead of in a print newspaper or on a newspaper's website under specified conditions.

* Requires a governmental agency located in a county with a population of fewer than 160,000 to first
hotd a public hearing and determine that its residents have sufficient access to the Internet before
publizhing legal nofices on a publicly accessible website.

* Eliminates the FPA's obligations relating to equitable legal notice access by minority populations.

+ Reverts the criteria a newspaper must satizfy to publish legal notices back to the criteria in place before
the passage of 2021 CS/HB 35, with the exceplion of the reguirement that a newspaper must be for
zake, and gives an altermnative to the pericdicals requirement.

The bill does not appear to have a fiscal impact on state govermment but may have an indeterminate fiscal
impacton local governments.

The bill was approved by the Governor on May 11, 2022, ch. 2022-103, L.O F., and becomes effective on
January 1, 2023.
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I. SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION
A EFFECT OF CHAMNGES:
Background

The Florida Conafitution requires all mestings of a county, municipality, school board, or special district
at which official acts are to be taken or at which public business is to be discussed or transacted to be
open to the pulblic and property noticed.” While this consfitutional requirement is self-executing, the
Legislature may enact general laws enforcing the provision and may provide exemplions by a two-
thirds vote * Al exemptions require a specific statement of public necessity justifying the exemption_*
Further, certain statutory provisions require that public notices and advertisements must be given for
certain other local government and judicial actions * Collectively, these notices and advertizements are
referred to a3 “legal notices.”

Legal Motice Publication Requirements Before January 1. 2022

Before January 1, 2022, Florida law required a legal notice to be publizhed in a newspaper that:
‘Was published at least once a wesk;

Had at least 25 percent of its words in English;

‘Was considered a periodical by a post office in its county of publication;

‘Was available to the public generally for the publication of legal and other notices;

‘Was for sale fo the general public; and

Contained information of interest or value to the general public in the affected area ®

If no newspaper was published in the county, at least three copies of the legal notice had to be posted
in the county, with one pasted on the front door of the county courthouse and two at other locations in
the county. In addition, the notice had to be published in a newspaper in the nearest county in which a
news paper was published ®

A legal notice published in a newspaper had to appear on the newspaper's website the same day it
appeared in the print edition at no additional charge, on a separate web page with a specific tite” The
website had to have a search function, and the newspaper publisher could not charge a fee or require
registration to view or search legal notices ® The newspaper alzo had to place a copy of the notice on
the Florida Press Association's (“FPA") free repository website, where it had to be maintained in a
searchable archive for 18 months after the first day of posting.® The public also had to be permitted to
sign up to receive e-mailed notifications of notice publication. ™

Legal notice publication was not considerad effective unless:

*+ The notice was published for the pericd prescribed for such a nofice;

«  The newspaper had existed for at least one year at the time of notice publication; and
s A post office in the county of notice publication entered the newspaper as a perodical .

" At |, 5. 24{b). Aa. Const.
;fg_ I, s.24{c), Ha. Const.

4 See, eg., 5 45.031, F.5. (requiring publication of notice of judicial sales)jand 5. 12588, F.5. {requinng publication ofthe @x impactof
awalue adustmentboand's decisions regarding petitions to adjustpropertytases ).

55 50011.F.5. (2020).

25 50021.F.5. (2020).

5 500211(2),F5. (2020).

Bid.

95, 500211¢3)ajHc), F.5. (2020); The Florida Press Association's reposioryis aualable atwww flondapublicnotces com.

'05. 500211(4),F5. (2020).

éﬁf notices could also be published in anewspaperwhich was a direct succes sorofa newspaperso published. 5. 50,031 F.5.
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A uniform affidavit established proof of l=gal notice publication,™ which was requirsd to:
* Be notarized on paper formatted in a specific manner or in an electronic format that complied
with the electronic notarization reguirements of 5. 117.021, F.5;
+ Contain specified informaation, including the newspaper's name, publication frequency, and city
and county of publication; and
* Include a copy of the legal notice.™

Legal notice publication fees were sef by statute and could not be rebated, commissioned, or
refunded.™ The legal notice publication fee was 70 cents per square inch of newspaper for the first
insertion and 40 cents per square inch of newspaper for each subsequent insertion.'* However, if the
reguiar established minimum commercial rate per square inch of newspaper was greater than the rate:
stipulated in statute, the publisher could charge the minimum commercial rate for eachinsertion, except
that second and successive inserions of legal notices required to be published more than once and
paid for by a governmental agency could not cost more than 85 percent of the original rate.™ All legal
notice charges were based on B-point type on 6-point body, unless otherwise specified by statute ™

2021 Leqislative Changes

Im 2021, the Legislature passed CS/MHB 35, which became effective January 1, 2022 . The bill modified
the criteria a newspaper must satisfy to publish legal notices, requinng that a newspaper publishing
legal notices in print must:

+  Be printed and publizhed periodically at least once a week.

Contain at lsast 25 percent of its words in English.

*  Safisfy one of the following criteria:

o Be sold, or otherwise be available to the public, at no less than 10 publicly accessible
outiets and have an auwdience consisting of at least 10 percent of the households in the
county or municipality, as determined by the most recent decennial census, where the
legal notice is being published or posted, by calculating the:

«  Combination of the total number of print copies reflecting the day of highest print
circulation, of which at least 25 percent of such print copies mustbe delivered to
home and business addresses; and

=  Total number of online unique monthly visitors to the newspaper's website from
within the state.

o Hold a periodicalz permit as of March 1, 2021, and accept legal notices for publication as
of that date; however, any such newspaper could only publish legal noices through
December 31, 2023, if the newsapaper continued o mest the requirements ins. 21, ch
99-2 Laws of Flonda, and continued to hold a peniodicals permit.

o [For newspapers publishing legal notices in a fiscally constrained county, hold a
penodicals permit and mest all other requiremnents of the legal notices chapter.

+  Beavailable tothe public gensrally for legal nofice publication with no more than 75 percent of
its content dedicated to advertising, as measured in half of the newspaper's izsues published
during any 12-month period, and customarily containing information of interest or value to the
general public in the affected area.

+  Continually publish in a prominent manner within the first five pages of the print addition and at
the bottom portion of the homepage of the newspaper's website:

o Thename, sirest address, phone number, and website URL of the newspapers
approved print auditor;

o The newspaper's most recent statement of ownership; and

25 50.041(1).F.5. (2020).
1 55 50.041()and 50.051, F.5. (2020).
S 50.081(1).F.5. (2020).
5 50.0681(2).F.5. (2020).
" 5_50.061(3), F.5. (2020).
" S_50.081(8).F.5. (2020).
 Ch. 2021-17, Laws ofFla.
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o Astatement of the auditor certifying the veracity of the newspaper's print distribution and
the number of the newspaper website's monthly unique visitors, or the newspaper's
perodicals permit, if applicalie.™

2021 CSMHB 35 also authorized a govemmental agency™ to publish legal notices on the website of any
newspaper in the county to which the legal notice pertained™ and on the FPA's repository website in
ligw of publishing the nofice in the print edition of a newspaper if the governmental agency, after holding
a public hearing noticed in a print edition of a newspaper of general circulation in the affectsd
governmental agency’s jurisdiction,” makes a determination by a majority of its governing board
miembers that-

+ ntemet publication of legal notices is in the public interest; and

+ Residents within the governmental agency's jurisdicion have sufficient intemet access such

that intemet-onlty kegal notices puldication would not unreasonably restrict public access =

All requirements regarding format and accessibility for legal notices published in a printed newspaper
alzo apply to legal notices published only online.

Under the prowvisions of 2021 C5/HB 35:
* The legal nofices section of a printed newspaper mustinclude a disclaimer stating:
o Additional kegal nofices may be accessed on the newspaper's website and the FPA's
repository website.
o Legal notices published in print are also publizhed on the FPA's repositony website
s A newspaper may charge for intemet-only kegal nofice publication up to the amount authorized
for publication of legal notices in print, without rebate, commigsion, or refund.
+ A governmental agency publishing legal notices only online must:
o Give notice, at least once a week in a printed newspaper of general circulation within the
region in which the governmental agency is located, that:
= Legal notices pertaining to the agency do not all appear in a printed newspapser;
= Addifional legal notices may be accessed on the newspaper's website; and
= A full listing of legal notices may be accessed on the FPA's repositony website.
o Posta link on its website homepage to a webpage listing all the newspapers in which it
published legal noices

Further, 2021 CSHB 35 reguired the FPA to seek to ensure that minority populations in the state have
a:p.lrtal:l& access tolegal notices posted on the FPA's repository website and pullish a report
Listing all newspapers that have placed notices on the repository website in the preceding
calendar quarier.
dentifying which criteria each newspaper safisfied to become qualiied to publish legal notices.
Including the number of unique vigitors to the repository website during the guarier and the
number of legal notices that were published during that quarter by Internet-only publication or by
publication in a printed newspaper and on the repository website =

" Ch. 2021-17, 5. 1, Laws of Fla.

T 55ovemmental agency” means acounty. 3 municipalty, a distictschool board, or any other unit of local gowemment or pofitical
subdiision in this state. Ch. 2021-17, 5. 3{1)ja), Laws of Fla.

# A newspape is deemed o be a newspaperin fhe county to which fe legal nofice perains if it saisfies fe criteriato publishlega
neotices inprint. Ch. 2021-17, 5. 1(2). Laws ofFla.

= A newspaper is deemed o be a news paper of general crculation within the urisdiciion ofthe afected govermmental agency if it
satisfies fe criteria o public legal nofices injprint

A Ch. 2021-17, 5. 5{a). Laws of Ra.

* The bl did m‘t:i{anlge format and acces sibifty requirements for legal notices published in a printed newspaper.

= Ch. 2021-17, 5. 5{b). Laws of Ra.

= Ch. 202117, 5. 5{c), Laws of Aa. The bill did not modifyihe changes authonzd or the size and placementrequirerments for
publication in a printed news paper.

I Ch, 202117, 5. g{ﬁ;dl Laws.of Fla

ach. 2[!21—1?,5 4xd], Laws of Fla.
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Addiicnalty, a newspaper or newspaper's website must have been in existence for two yvears prior to
publication in order for publication to be completed in accordance with the statutes =

Effect of The Bill

The Bl gives a govermmental agency the option to publish itz legal nofices on the publicly accessible
wehsite™ of the county inwhich it fes instead of in a printed newspaper or on a newspaper's website i
doing =0 would costless than publizhing legal nofices in a newspaper. However, a govemmental
agency with at least 75 percent of its population located in a county with a population of fewer than
160,000 people must first hold a public hearing and detemmine that the residents of the governmental
agency hawe sufficient intemet access before it may publizh legal notices on a publicly accessible
website. The bill alzo reguires a special district*' spanning the geographic boundaries of more than one
county and opting to publish legal noices on a publicly accessible website fo publish its legal notices on
the publicty accessible website of each county it spans.*

Each legal notice publizhed on a publicly accessible website must be in searchable form and indicate:
the date of first publication, and a public bid adverfisement made by a govemmental agency on a
publicly accessible website must include a method for accepting electronic bids. Addiionally, a link to
legal notices publizhed on a publicly accessible website must be conspicuously placed on or accessible
through a direct ink from the:

*+ Publicly accessible websites homepage; and

* Homepage of the website of each governmental agency publizhing legal notices online.

Further, a govemmental agency:

* \With an authorized governmental access channel** may include on such channel a summany of
all legal notices posted on its publicly accessible website.

* Publishing legal notices on a publichy accessible website must give nolice in a newspaper orin a
mailed or delivered publication, at least annually, that property cwners and residents may
receive kegal notices from the govemmental agency by first-class mail or e-miail upon registering
with the agency.®*

+  Must maintain a registry of property owners and residents who request in writing to receive legal
notices from the governmental agency by mail or e-mail.

The bill alzo generally reverts the criteria a newspaper must satisfy to be dligible to publish legal
notices back to the criteria in place before January 1, 2022, with the exception of the reguirement that a
news paper must be for 2ale, and creates an alternative to the peniodicals reguirement. Thus, under the
bill, publication may be madein a newspaper, free or othenwise, that
Iz published at least once a week;
Has at least 25 percent of its words in English;
I= available to the public generally for the publication of legal and other notices; and
Contains information of interest or value to the general public in the affected area, which

o ke sold, or otherwise be available to the public, at no less than 10 publicly accessible

outietz and has an audience consisting of at least 10 percent of the households in the

A Ch. 2021-17,5. 4, Laws of Fla.

T Publicty accessible websie” means a county's official website or otherprivate website designated bythe county for the pos tng of
legal nofices and adweriisements thatis accessiblevathe Infemet.

" “Special district” means 3 unit of local government created for a particul ar purpese with jurisdicion to operate within a li mited geographic
boumdary. A special distnctis created by general law, special act, bocal ordinance, or by rule of the Gowermnor and Cabinet See Halifar
Huospifsl Medical Center v, Siste of Ha,, ef al., 278 So. 3d 545, 547 (Ha. 2018).; see alsoss. 180.02(1), 180.031(3), and. 100.005{1)
F.5. seegenemliys. 188.012(8),F5.

= A listof muli-countyspecial disiricts is awailable athitp s pecialdisin creports flondajobs. orpiwebreports mulcollist aspe (lastwsited
May 23, 2022).

o A govemment access channe is authorzed unders. §10.108, F.5.

# Such nofice mustbe made ina news paperof general circulation or another publication fiatis maded or delivered iz all residents and
propery owners in the govwemment' s jurisdcton

38



county or municipality, as determined by the most recent decennial census, where the
legal notice is being publizhed or posted, by calculating the:

«  Combination of the total number of print copies reflecting the day of highest print
circulation, of which at least 25 percent of such print copies must be delivered fo
home and business addresses; and

=  Total number of onlinge unique monthly visitors to the newspaper's website from
within the state; or

o k& entered or qualified to be admitted and entered as periodical class mail at a post office
in the county where published.

Each legal notice that a governmental agency chooses to publish in a newspaper must be posted on
the newspaper's website on the same day that the printed notice appears in the newspaper, at no
additional charge,* on a separate webpage with a specific tile. A link o the legal notices webpage
must be on the front page of the newspaper's website, and if there iz a specified size and placement
required for a printed legal notice,*® the size and placement of the onfine notice must optimize its online
vigikility in kesping with the print requirements. The newspaper's website musthave a search funchion
and a fee may not be charged, and registration may not be required, for viewing and searching legal
nolices on the website. The newspaper must also place the notice on the FPA's free repositony website,
where it mustbe maintained in a searchable archive for 18 months after the first day of posting. The bill
eliminates the FPA's reporting obligations relating to minornity populations established in 2021 C5HB
K

The bill makes conforming and technical changes and provides an effective date of January 1, 2023.
Il. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECOMOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT
A FISCAL WPACT OM STATE GOVERMNENT:
1. Rewvenues:
Mcne.
2. Expenditures:
Mane.
B. FISCAL WPACT OMLOCAL GOVERNMENTS:
1. Rewvenues:
Mane.
2. Expenditures:
The bill authorizes a governmental agency to publizh legal notices on a county's publicly accessible
webaite under specified condiions, which may reduce a governmental agencys costs related to
legal notice publication. However, a govermmiental agency puidlizhing legal nolices online must alzo
prowide annual notice in a newspaper or another publication mailled or delivered in a specified

manner that residents and property owners may receive legal notices from the governmental
agency by first-clase mail or e-mail. The cost of such requirement is indeterminate.

= The billl does ot mod charges authorized in satute for publication in printed news paper.
’ﬂﬁblldmsmtnmgge and placementrequirements fior kegal notices pul:uIEhEdlna pl'ntednaﬁpapa
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Further, the bill requires a county to publizh on itz publicly accessible website those legal notices of
a govemmental agency within its jurisdiction that opts to publish legal nofices online; however, a
county may be albde to absorh the costs associated with this reguirement within existing resources.
. DIRECT ECOMOMC IMPACT OMPRMATE SECTOR:
The bill may reduce revenue for newspapers to the extent the elimination of the requirement that legal
notices be published in a printed newspaper or on a newspapers welbsite results in local govemments
choosing not to publish legal notices through newspapers.
D. FISCAL COMNENTS:

hone.
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EXHIBIT C
SUGGESTED AD PLACEMENT FORM

Governmental Entity =~ Name:

Contact Name:
Email:
Tele:
Type of Ad: Meeting
Hearing
Ordinance

Ordinance with Actual Change in Zoning Map.
Less than 10 Contiguous Acres.
10 Contiguous Acres or More.
Civil Action in Circuit Court
Constructive Service.
Marital Dissolution
Adoption.
Other, specify.
Judicial Sales.
Educational Unit.
Sheriff Proceedings for Forfeiture.
Gambling. Property seized appraised over $1,000.
Contraband.
Introduction of Local Legislation.
Fixing Millage.
Required - must include map.
Community Development District.
Independent Special District.
Meeting other than regular, recessed or reconvened.
Water Management District.
For work performed in Your County.

Days (be exact):

Calculation of Publishing Fees: $
Proof of Publication Required: __ Yes ___ No. $ 2.00
Total $

READ CAREFULLY - SUBMITTAL MEANS YOU AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING:

ADS:

By submitting your Ad to Your County for publication, you as Advertiser assume all risk associated
therewith, including the Ad’s legal compliance, content, appearance, and publication dates, as well as the
limitations of Your County’s software. The Ad will be published “AS 1S” and the burden for determining
accuracy and legal compliance rests entirely on Advertiser. Advertiser acknowledges that Your County
makes no warranty of any kind, express or implied, and Advertiser agrees that there are no remedies for
breach of warranty or contract including but not limited to, consequential, indirect, punitive, or incidental
damages. If after publication begins Advertiser realizes an error, Advertiser has the affirmative burden to
resolve the matter and may contact Countyat () - or X.Y@YourCountyFL.org.

PROOF OF PUBLICATION:

If Proof of Publication is purchased, County warranties the Affidavit provided for this purpose is compliant
with Florida law. Advertiser specifically agrees that damages of any nature whatsoever, related to the
Affidavit are strictly limited to the Affidavit purchase price. That is the extent of Your County’s warranty to
you, the Advertiser. The burden is upon you, the Advertiser, to review the Affidavit for factual accuracy and
alertthe County () - or X.Y@YourCountyFL.org.
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EXHIBIT D

AD TYPES, CONTENT AND FREQUENCY

Public meetings and hearings.

Proposed County Ordinances.?®

Regular: Publish: Notice of intent to consider.
Frequency: 10 days before meeting.
Land: Actual change in zoning map.
. Less than 10 contiguous acres:
Publish: Substance of Ordinance or Resolution, date and
time.
Frequency: At least 30 days before public hearing.
. 10 contiguous acres or more:
Publish: Legislature’s form.?’

Frequency: 2 hearings.
Transmittal: 7 days before hearing.
Adoption: 10 days after Transmittal.
No later than 5 days before
Hearing.

Civil Actions in Circuit Court.
Publish: Filing of any civil case in the Circuit Court by the style.
Frequency: As may be designated.

Code Enforcement.
Publish: Notices of hearing.?®
Frequency: 4 consecutive weeks.

Judicial Sales. If this alternative method is ordered by the Court.?°

Publish: Notice of sale with description of property; time and place of
sale; statement the sale is made pursuant to an order or final
judgment; caption, name of clerk making the sale; and
statement that any person claiming interest in the surplus;
other than the property owner as of the date of the lis
pendens, must file a claim before the Clerk reports the surplus
as unclaimed.

26
27
28
29

Sec. 125.66, Fla. Stat.

Sec. 125.66(4)(b), Fla. Stat.

Secs. 162.06(2) & 162.06(3), Fla, Stat.
See, Sec. 42.031, Fla. Stat.
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10.

11.

Frequency: Once a week for 2 consecutive weeks.°

Constructive Service.

Publish: a) Dissolution of Marriage;3!
b) Adoption; 32 and
C) An action or proceeding in which personal service of process
or notice is not required by statute or constitution. Ex. when a
party cannot be located for service.33

Frequency: As designated.

Local Legislation.3
Frequency: One time at least 30 days before introduction of the legislation.
Publish: Substance of the law.®®

Community Development Districts.3¢
Frequency: 4 successive weeks.

Publish: Public hearing on petition for formation. Include date, time, place,
description of area to be included, map, and any other relevant
information.

Independent Special Districts in Your County.%’

Publish: Notice of day, time, place and purpose of any meeting other than
regular meeting or any recessed and reconvened meeting.

Frequency: At least 7 days before meeting.

Water Management Districts, re: work performed in Your County:38
Publish: Notice of public meetings to evaluate responses to solicitations.

Frequency: Reasonable notice.

Method of Fixing Millage.3®

30

31
32
33
34
35

36
37
38
39

County’s website is exempt from the additional requirement that the 2" notice be published 5 days before
sale. Sec. 45.031(2), Fla. Stat.

Sec. 49.011(4), Fla. Stat.

Sec. 49.011(10), Fla. Stat.

Sec. 49.011(11), Fla. Stat.

Secs. 11.02 and 11.065, Fla. Stat.

Must comport with s. 10, Art. lll of the State Constitution, requiring County to publish a notice of its intention
to seek enactment. Not required for laws effective only upon approval of vote of the electors.

Sec. 190.005(1)(d), Fla. Stat.

Sec. 189.015(1), Fla. Stat.

Id.

Sec. 200.065(3), Fla. Stat.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Publish: Proposed millage rate. Includes Notices of tax increase and budget
hearings.*® Must include map.4!
Frequency: TBD.

Sheriff Proceedings for Forfeiture, re: gambling.#?
Publish: If property seized as an appraised value over $1,000.
Frequency: 2 consecutive weeks.

Sheriff Proceedings for Forfeiture, re: contraband.*?
Publish: Notice of forfeiture complaint.
Frequency: 2 consecutive weeks

Claims Bill Against the State.*

Publish: Name of the claimant, the nature of the injury or loss for which the
claim is made, and the amount of the claim against the affected
municipality’s revenue-sharing trust fund.

Frequency: One time at least 30 days before introduction of Claims bill into the
legislation.

Educational Unit.*
Publish: Notice of rule or rule amendment. Full text not required.®
Frequency: Dependent on circumstances.

Senior Management Service Class.*’
Publish: Notice of intent to designate positions for inclusion in the class.
Frequency: 2 consecutive weeks.
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Forms for notices are found in Sec. 200.065(3), Fla. Stat.
Sec. 200.065(3)(h), Fla. Stat.

Sec. 849.38, Fla. Stat.

Sec. 932.704(6)(a), Fla. Stat.

Secs. 11.02 and 11.065, Fla. Stat.

Sec. 120.081(1)(d), Fla. Stat.

Sec. 120.81(1)(d), Fla. Stat.

Sec. 121.055, Fla. Stat.
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EXHIBIT E
SUBSTANTIAL FORM FOR PROOF OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF YOUR

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared (name), who on oath says that he
or she is of Your County, Florida; that the attached copy of advertisement being a (insert
description) in the matter of (insert caption) in the (insert court) Court, was published on
the publicly accessible website of Your County, Florida, or in a newspaper by print in the
issues of (insert info) on (insert date).

Affiant further says that the website or newspaper complies with all legal requirements for
publication in Chapter 50, Florida Statutes.

Sworn to and subscribed before me by means of & physical presence or o online
notarization, this day of , 202

(SEAL)

Notary Public, State of Florida
Commission Expires:
(date or apply stamp)

Personally Known
OR
Produced Identification
Type of Identification Produced:

45



